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THE  POWER  OF  DIVINE  TRUTH. 


Mr.  Editor,— Should  the  following  remarks  appear  calculated 
to  promote  the  design  of  jour  work,  you  are  at  liberty  to  insert 
them.  Z.  Bf.  ^  ^ 

The  history  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  given  by  the  Evangelists,  is  a  com- 
pend  of  most  useful  instruction.  Soon  after  his  induction  into  of¬ 
fice,  we  find  him  at  Capernaum,  where  he  taught  the  people  on  the 
Sabbath  days.  We  also  find,  that  his  preaching  was  attended  with 
such  an  uncommon  effect  that  the  people  were  astonished  at  his 


such  an  uncommon  effect  that  the  people 
doctrine  :  for  his  word  was  with  power.”  Luke  iv.  32 

On  this  portion  of  the  sacred  history,  I  now  propose  to  offer  a 
few  remarks.  For  it'^appears,  that  when  Christ  entered  on  his 
^public  ministry,  he  had  numerous  difficulties  to  encounter,  in  gain¬ 
ing  access  to  the  hearts  ot  the  people.  It  may  then  be  asked,  how 
it  was,  that  his  word  was  so  powerful.  He  came  not  with  outward 
porop,  nor  in  the  array  of  worldly  grandeur  :  He  did  not  hold  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  great  and  honorable  among  men,  nor  yet  Was  he 
popular,  with  the  great  and  noble  in  the  nation.  He  was  the  repu¬ 
ted  son  of  a  poor  carpenter  at  Nazareth  ;  he  was  poor  himself,  be 
%vas  unattended  by  any  of  those  external  circumstances,  which 
would  prepossess  wicked  men  in  his  favor.  Yet,  in  these  very  cir¬ 
cumstances,  he  claimed  to  be,  not  merely  a  prophet  like  Samuel, 
or  Uaiah,  but  even  the  Messiah  Himself.  After  all,  as  a  preacher, 
his  word  was  powerful.  He  spake  as  one  that  had  authority ; 
though  be  did  not  teach  like  the  Scribes  and  Elders.  Hence  the 


people  were  astonished,  not  at  him,  or  at  his  appearance,  but  at  his 
doctrine :  his  word  was  with  power.  It  was  so  at  Capernaum : 
and  it  was  so,  whenever  be  undertook  to  preach.  This  was  char^ 
^  acteristic  of  his  preaching,  throughout  his  public  ministry.  Conse¬ 
quently,  there  was  something  in  the  subject  matter  of  his  preach¬ 
ing,  which  produced  this  effect :  something,  which,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  all  obstacles,  carried  its  own  evidence,  and  exerted  its  own  in¬ 
fluence,  on  those  who  heard  him.  And  the  question  returns  what 
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was  ibis  ?  In  answer  to  which,  I  shall  notice  the  following  particQ- 
lars. 

L  He  always  epoke  the  truth.  As  a  preacher,  this  was  his  object. 
He  had  both  the  ability  and  the  disposition  to  do  this ;  and  he  al¬ 
ways  did  speak  the  truth.  When  he  undertook  to  preach,  he  was 
the  complete  master  of  his  subject.  He  understood  it,  in  all  its 
biearings  and  relations.  So  that  be  knew,  not  only  when  to  speak, 
but  what  to  say  :  and  thus  knew  bow  to  present  troth  in  the  most 
convincing  and  profitable  manner. — Accordingly,  when  he  explain¬ 
ed  a  passage  of  scripture,  or  spoke  a  parable,  he  was  always  appro¬ 
priate  :  he  came  directly  to  the  point,  he  made  the  truth  so  evident, 
that  his  hearers  could  discern  it.  When  he  described  a  character, 
it  was  so  plain,  that  his  hearers  could  feel  the  justice  of  his  descrip* 
tion.  When  he  answered  a  cavil,  or  a  captious  question,  his  an* 
swer  carried  the  evidence,  of  truth  and  justice.  When  he  adminis¬ 
tered  a  reproof,  its  power  and  justice  were  always  felt.  When  he 
exposed  a  groundless  tradition,  it  always  appeared  groundless. 
And  when  he  uttered  the  leading  features  of  the  gospel  message, 
he  imparted  such  evidence,  of  truth,  as  to  confound  his  opposers, 
and  to  convince  all  candid  hearers. 

At  the  same  time,  he  was  consistent  with  himself.  What  he  said 
at  one  time,  accorded  with  what  he  said  at  another  time  :  it  agreed, 
not  only  with  the  sacred  oracles,  hut  with  his  other  declarations. 
Besides,  his  manner  of  speaking  was  always  consistent  with  troth. 
He  was  always  serious,  affectionate,  decided,  and  in  earnest,  always 
appropriate  to  the  occasion,  and  ready  to  speak  at  every  proper 
time.  Hence,  as  a  preachr,  he  always  spoke  the  troth,  not  only  in 
bis  public  discourses,  hut  in  bis  more  private  conversation.  And, 

U.  He  always  spoke  on  subjects  of  very  great  importance'.  With 
perfect  tenderness  and  decision,  and  with  deep  solemnity,  he  always 
spoke  on  the  great  things  of  religion  ;  on  the  momentous  concerns 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  immortal  interests  of  rational  be¬ 
ings.  ^  He  spoke  of  these,  in  his  public  discourses,  and  in  his  more 

Civate  addresses  ;  they  were  the  great  topics  of  all  his  discourses. 

e  pointed  men  to  their  Creator,  to  their  moral  condition,  to  their 
Redeemer,  to  their  duty  to  God  and  man,  and  to  the  impressive  re¬ 
alities  of  a  future  world.  He  described  the  glories  of  heaven,  the 
miseries  of  hell,  and  the  method  of  escape  from  endless  destruc¬ 
tion.  His  preaching  was  such,  as  to  assure  men,  that  they  were 
immortal,  and  that  they  had  the  deepest  possible  interest  in  these  re¬ 
alities.  He  showed  them  what  their  duty  was  ;  what  they  must  be 
and  do,  to  obtain  salvation.  He  taught  the  necessity  and  nature  of 
holiness  ;  that  men  most  repent  of  sin,  most  believe  in  him  as  their 
Saviour,  and  must,  in  all  things,  obey  the  Divine  law.  And  be  pre¬ 
sented  these  truths  so  clearly  ;  be  made  them  so  plain  and  impres¬ 
sive  on  the  minds  of  his  bearers,  that  they  felt  their  troth  and  im¬ 
portance.  They  felt,  that  in  order  to  find  acceptance  with  God, 
they  must  repent  of  sin,  believe  in  the  Saviour,  and  thus  become 
holy  and  obedient. 

To  establish  bis  doctrine  and  Messiahsbip,  he  sometimes  spoke 
wMi  miraculous  power.  He  controlled  diseases,  and  death,  and 
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eril  spirits,  and  the  elemeDts  of  nature.  When  be  was  in  the  syn¬ 
agogue  at  Capernaum,  he  cast  out  an  unclean  spirit  from  a  demoni¬ 
ac,  and  thus  excited  the  astonishment  of  all  the  people.  Nor  was 
this  all.  For  be  healed  the  .  sick,  he  raised  the  dead,  be  cast  out 
many  devils,  and  silenced  the  raging  elements.  These  things  were 
done,  not  for  the  mere  display  of  his  power,  but  for  the  double  pur¬ 
pose  of  doing  good  to  individuals,  and  of  establishing  his  Messiah- 
ship  and  his  doctrine.  They  were  thus  done,  to  impart  confirma¬ 
tion  to  the  great  truths,  which  be  delivered  ;  that  men  might  fed 
their  importance.  But,  should  all  this  be  insufficient,  should  any 
one  still  ask  why  his  word  was  powerful,  1  answer  by  observing, 

III.  That  it  was  perfectly  adapted  to  the  condition  of  those  for 
whom  it  was  intended.  It  was  a  word  in  season,  and  always  to  the 
point.  Thus,  many  of  his  parables  were  adapted  precisely  to  the 
state  of  his  hearers.  One  was  intended  to  teach  men  always  to 
pray ;  another,  to  enforce  the  doctrine  of  forgiveness  ;  another,  to 
inculcate  the  duty  of  watchfulness  ;  and  another,  to  silence  the 
murmuring  of  his  enemies.  In  like  manner,  his  reproofs  and  an¬ 
swers  to  captious  questions  were  adapted  to  the  very  condition  of 
those,  for  whom  they  were  intended.  When  one  came,  tempting 
him,  and  asking,  which  is  the  great  commandment  in  the  law,  be 
met  the  case  in  hand :  his  reply  was  so  adapted,  as  to  extort  the  con¬ 
fession  of  the  inquirer  that  he  bad  said  the  truth.  When  the  Sad- 
ducees  undertook,  by  a  subtle  question,  to  confute  the  doctrine  of 
the  resurrection,  he  met  their  cavil  so  perfectly,  and  with  such 
power,  that  they  were  put  to  shame  and  silence :  they  felt  what  he 
said. 

Again,  when  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  brought  a  woman,  taken, 
as  they  said  in  adultery,  he  knew  their  object  and  their  characters  ; 
and  by  one  simple  direction  confounded  them  all.  **  He  that  is 
without  sin  among  you,  let  him  first  cast  a  stone  at  her,’*  was  more 
than  they  could  endure.  If  the  law  was  executed  on  her,  they 
feared  that  they  also  might  fall  into  the  same  difficulty.  They  trem¬ 
bled  for  their  own  lives,  and  were  glad  to  dismiss,  at  any  rate,  the 
object  of  tempting  him. — So,  when  others  asked  him  by  what  oii- 
thority  he  did  these  things,  he  came  directly  to  the  point.  He  pot 
them  to  shame  and  silence.  If  they  answered  correctly  whence  the 
baptism  of  John  was,  they  must  answer  their  question  to  him,  and 
thus  confound  themselves.  They  felt  that  his  word  was  with  pow¬ 
er  ;  although  he  did  not  teach  like  the  Scribes. 

In  his  doctrine,  also,  and  in  all  his  declarations  of  truth,  be  adapt¬ 
ed  himself  to  the  condition  of  his  hearers.  He  not  only  tau^t 
truth  in  general,  but  he  applied  it  in  particular;  preaching  to  hie 
hearers.  On  the  one  hand,  be  ottered  such  kind  of  truth  at  he 
chose,  and  as  they  needed,  and  on  the  other,  he  brought  it  home  to 
their  consciences  ;  carrying  conviction  that  he  was  addressing 
them.  He  was  not  one  of  those  preachers  who  consult  the  inclina¬ 
tions  of  their  hearers,  and  who  strive  to  please  them,  whether  they 
preach  the  truth  or  not,  nor  one  of  those,  who  preach  the  truth,  in 
a  vague,  indefinite  manner,  without  application,  lest  they  should 
womd  the  feelings  of  the  wicked.  No  one  ever  spoke  more  jrfsNmIy 
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thaD  he  did  ;  no  one  ever  took  a  more  decided,  unbending  course  ; 
nor  did  any  one  ever  make  a  more  appropriate  and  pungent  applica¬ 
tion  of  truth  to  the  heart  and  conscience* 

Thus,  when  the  young  ruler  asked  him  what  he  yet  lacked,  he 
told  him  there  was  one  thing,  and  what  it  was.  He  made  him  feel 
it.  He  must  sell  what  he  had  ;  must  give  to  the  poor  ;  must  deny 
himself,  and  follow  Christ  ;  and  then  he  should  have  treasure  in 
heaven.  The  truth  was  applied  to  him.  And  when  Nicodemus, 
the  Jewish  ruler,  came  to  him,  with  the  flattering  title  of  Rabbi,  as 
if  our  Lord  must  return  the  compliment,  he  made  Nicodemus  sen¬ 
sible,  that  other  and  more  important  concerns  demanded  his  atten¬ 
tion.  If  he  would  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  he  must  be  born 
again,  even  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit.  Such  preaching  when  applied 
to  his  own  case,  did  him  good.  And  this  was  the  Saviour’s  object. 

In  addressing  believers  and  serious  inquirers,  he  was  equally  ap¬ 
propriate  and  faithful.  To  one  who  inquired  the  way  to  heaven, 
he  said,  /  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life.”  To  his  dis¬ 
ciples,  who  had  continued  with  him  in  his  temptations,  he  said,  **  I 
appoint  unto  you  a  kingdom  ;  and  ye  shall  sit  on  twelve  thrones, 
judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel.”  To  Martha,  when  in  mourn¬ 
ing  for  her  brother  Lazarus,  he  said,  I  am  the  resurrection  and 
the  life  :  he  that  believeth  on  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall 
he  live.”  To  those  who  sought  him  for  healing  and  compassion, 
hesaid,  “  Be  thou  clean  ”  Be  whole  of  the  plague  “Receive 
thy  sight ;”  “  Be  it  unto  thee  even  as  thou  wilt.-”  But  when  one 
made  the  bold  inquiry,  “  Lord,  are  there  few  that  be' saved  ?”  he 
said,  “  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  straight  gate  ;  for  many,  I  say  unto 
you,  will  seek  to  enter,  in,  and  shall  not  be  able.”  And  to  those, 
who  told  him  of  some,  whom  Pilate  had  slain,  and  of  others  on 
whom  the  tower  in  Siloam  fell,  as  if  these  were  the  greatest  of  all 
'  sinners,  hesaid,  “  1  tell  you  nay  :  but,  except  ye  repent,  ye  shall 
all  likewise  perish.” 

Thus  the  word  of  Christ,  as  a  preacher,  was  not  only  the  truth, 
and  the  most  important  truth,  but  vtos  perfectly  adapted  to  the  con¬ 
dition  of  those,  for  whom  it  was  designed.  No  wonder,  then,  that 
it  was  with  power  :  no  wonder,  his  hearers  were  astonished  at  it ; 
though  it  was  not  like  that  of  the  Scribes.  There  was  something  in 
the  message  itself  that  made  it  powerful.  It  laid  open  their  very 
hearts:  it  made  the  wicked'feel  guilty  :  it  brought  God,  and  heav¬ 
en,  and  hell,  and  the  judgment,  and  eternity  before  them,  as  real¬ 
ities,  in  which  they  saw  they  were  deeply  interested.  And  it  was 
littered  with  such  tenderness  and  decision,  and  applied  with  such 
fidelity  and  justice,  that  they  could  not  evade  its  power.  They 
felt  that  it  was  troth,  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  that  it  applied 
to  them. 

.  REMARKS. 

1st.  The  record  of  God  is  all  powerful.  The  meaning  is,  it  is 
all  calculated  to  be  powerful ;  when  properly  understood  and  felt, 
it  u  powerful.  *Jtisall  the  truth:  and  as  a  system  of  troth,  it  is 


285 


Power  of  Divine  Truth, 

all  important.  Not  only  the  express  words  of  Christ,  but  the 
words  of  Moses  and  the  prophets,  the  evangelists  and  apostles,  as 
given  by  inspiration  of' the  Spirit,  are  all  the  testimony  of  God. 
They  form  the  revelation,  which  he  has  given  mao,  respecting  his 
moral  character,  their  own  characters  and  condition,  the  char«icter 
of  the  Saviour,  and  the  method  of  their  salvatio\).  Here  they 
learn  what  sin  is :  here  they  learn  the  character  of  Christ,  the 
scheme  of  salvation,  and  the  impressive  realities  of  a  future  state 
and  future  judgment.  And  here  all  these  things  are  taught.  Here 
God  speaks  plainly  and  particularly,  on  all  the  important  subjects, 
necessary  to  their  present  duty,  and  their  future  happiness.  Here 
the  book  of  life  Unopened  ;  the  riches  of  Divine  grace  are  reveal¬ 
ed  ;  and  the  glory  of  God  is  unveiled.  These  are  the  truths,  that 
make  sinners  tremble,  that  disclose  their  guilt  and  danger,  and  that 
constrain  them  to  cry  out,  what  shall  we  do  to  be  saved  ?  These 
also  are  the  truths  that  support  good  men,  that  comfort  their  hearts, 
and  constitute  the  foundation  of  their  hope  in  God.  And  when  duly 
understood  and  applied,  they  are  as  powerful  now,  as  the  very 
words  of  Christ  were  to  those  who  heard  him.  Indeed,  they  are 
the  standing,  unchangeable  truths  of  God,  designed  to  reveal  his 
glory,  and  the  scheme  of  duty  and  salvation  for  guilty  men.  Nor 
is  this  in  vain.  For 

2d.  They  are  all  adapted  to  the  condition  oi  guilty  men  in  every 
age.  What  Christ  said  to  his  hearers,  is  adapted  to  all  similar 
characters,  in  a  similar  condition.  What  he  said  to  Pharisees,  is 
adapted  to  all,  who  have  a  self-righteous  spirit.  What  he  said  to 
cavilers  and  unbelievers  is  adapted  to  all  similar  characters  at  this 
day,  so  far  as  their  condition  is  similar.  And  what  he  said  to  be¬ 
lievers  and  humble  inquirers,  is  as  applicable  to  such  characters 
now,  as  it  was  when  he  was  on  earth.  His  words  were  de¬ 
signed  to  be  addressed  to  similar  characters  in  all  ages.  In  short, 
all  the  truths  in  the  Bible  are  designed  for  men  in  one  age,  as 
well  as  another.  Even  the  Mosaic  law,  of  which  some  parts 
were  repealed  by  the  coming  of  Christ,  is  designed  for  the  instruc¬ 
tion  of  all  men.  The  bible  speaks  to  every  one,  who  reads  it. 
Some  of  its  truths  apply  immediately  to  his  case  :  they  describe 
hi's  character,  and  his  duty,  as  plainly  as  ever  Christ  described  the 
>  character  and  duty  of  any  roan.  For  as  Christ  said,  one  thing  to 
one  roan  or  class  of  men,  and  another,  to  adifferent  individual  or  class 
of  men,  so  the  bible  says  one  thing  to  one,  and  another  to  a  differ¬ 
ent  one,  as  they  med.  It  meets  all  the  cases  of  men,  and  plainly 
describes  the  character  and  doty  of  every  one.  And  when  brought 
home  to  the  conscience  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  its  truths  are  found  as 
powerful  now,  as  were  any  of  the  words  of  Christ.  When  they 
are  understood  and  felt,  nothing  is  so  powerful  ;  nothing  makes  the 
wicked  so  miserable  ;  nothing  imparts  so  much  strength  and  com¬ 
fort  to  the  righteous  ;  nor  is  any  thing  the  instrunaent  of  such  a 
permanent,  salutary  change  in  the  moral  characters  of  men.  But 

3d.  It  is  the  application  of  Divine  truth,  which  makes  it  so  pow¬ 
erful.  It  was  this,  which  made  the  word  of  Christ  so  exceedingly 
powerful.  He  might  have  uttered  the  most  important  truths  ;  and 
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yet,  bad  they  not  been  adapted^  and  applied  to  the  condition  of  his 
hearers,  they  would  have  had  little  or  no  power.  It  was  because 
these  important  truths  were  adapted  and  applied  to  their  condition : 
because  this  exposed  their  ignorance,  or  reproved  their  wickedness, 
or  confounded  their  errors,  and  thus  taught  them  an  important 
lesson  of  danger  and  duty. 

Now,  as  human  nature  is,  it  is  the  application  of  Divine  truth, 
which,  in  all  cases,  makes  it  so  powerful.  To  have  this  effect,  it 
must  be  seen  and  felt :  it  must  be  so  presented,  as  to  apply  to  the  case, 
and  bear  upon  the  conscience.  Like  Nathan  to  David,  it  must  so 
address  the  hearer,  as  to  say,  **  Thou  ait  the  man.”  It  must  so 
arrest  bis  attention,  as  to  convince  him  that  he  is  interested,  and  that 
consequences,  serious  and  lasting  to  him,  are  involved,  in  his  manner 
of  regarding  it.  Without  this  application,  even  Divine  truth  will 
have  no  power,  and  produce  no  effect.  Man  must  feel  that  Ood  is 
Omnipotent  and  holy,  before  he  will  fear  him.  He  must  feel  him¬ 
self  a  sinner,  before  he  will  repent  of  sin.  He  must  feel  his  need 
of  a  Saviour,  before  he  will  embrace  him.  And  he  must  feel  that  . 
there  u  a  future  judgment,  before  he  will  be  induced  to  prepare 
for  the  realities  of  that  awful  scene.  All  this  must  be  done,  by  the 
exhibition  and  application  of  those  truths,  which  reveal  these  things. 
Indeed,  any  truth  in  the  bible,  in  order  to  produce  its  proper  effect 
on  the  mind  of  man,  must  be  seen  and  felt  :  it  must  be  so  applied, 
as  to  convince  him  that  he  is  intended,  or  that  it  means  him,  I 
therefore  remark, 

4tb.  It  is  obvious,  what  is  the  most  profitable  method  of  preaching 
the  truth.  The  Saviour  preached  it  without  disguise.  His  mes- 
sage  itself  was  of  the  greatest  importance.  And  he  presented  it  in 
a  manner  so  plain,  that  his  hearers  could  well  understand  him.  In¬ 
deed,  he  applied  it  to  their  hearts  and  consciences,  as  if  he  meant  they 
should  understand  and  feel  it.  Nor  was  this  done  by'accident,  or 
through  the  least  want  of  discretion.  For  he  knew  what  was  the 
most  profitable  method  of  preaching.  And  he  was  perfectly  dispo¬ 
sed  to  adopt  it.  His  example,  therefore,  exhibits  the  most  profita¬ 
ble  method  of  preaching  the  truth :  viz.  to  preach  such  kind  of 
truth  as  is  most  important  and  .useful ;  to  present  it  in  the  most 
fdnin,  intelligible  manner  ;  and  to  make  a  faithful  application  of  it  to 
the  hearers,  so  as  to  convince  them'  that  they  are  interested,  and 
must  hear  and  obey  it.  And  as  he  has  given  every  part  of  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  his  ministers,  under  the  seal  of  inspiration,  their  obvious 
duty  is  to  present  this  plainly  in  ail  its  parts  ;  thus  declaring  aU  the 
counsel  of  Ood,  and  giving  to  every  one  bis  portion  in  due  sea¬ 
son  ;  that  by  a  faithful  manifestation  of  the  truth,  they  may  com¬ 
mend,  themselves  to  every  man’s  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God. 
But, 

5tb.  It  is  equally  obvious,  that  this  method  of  preaching  the  truth 
will  not  please  wicked  men.  For  the  Saviour,  with  all  his  wisdom 
and  benevolence,  did'  not  please  such  men.  On  the  contrary,  his 
preaching  often  displeased  them,  more  than  that  of  any  other  preach- 
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er.  Indeed,  it  was  because  he  preached  the  truth  so  plainly,  and 
applied  so  closely  to  his  hearers,  that  they  were  so  angry  with 
him,  and  finally  effected  his  crucifiiion.  Nor,  with  all  their  wisdom 
and  benevolence,  could  the  Apostles  preach  the  truth,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  please  wicked  men.  The  fact  was,  with  them  and 
with  their  Master,  the  more  plainly  they  preached,  and  the  more 
closely  they  applied  the  truth,  the  more  wicked  men  were  of¬ 
fended.  For  it  was  the  naked  truth  itself,  delivered  with  all  passible 
tenderness  and  propriety,  that  gave  offence.  It  was  this,  which 
condemned  them,,  which  exposed  their  guilt  and  danger,  and  which 
tcut  tbemo  the  heart.  ' 

Nor  has  the  offence  of  the  cross  ceased.  It  is  as  impossible,  to 
preach  all  the  truth  ;  to  preach  it  plainly  ;  and  to  apply  it  faithful- 

2*  ind  justly  to  wicked  men,  at  the  present  day,  without  giving  of- 
oce,  as  it  was  in  the  apostolic  age.  For  it  is  still  the  naked  troth 
itself,  which  is  so  powerful ;  which  exposes  their  guilt  and  danger, 
and  which  thus  lays  them  under  condemnation.  It  cannot  be  preach¬ 
ed  plainly,  and  applied  justly,  and  yet  be  pleasing  to  such  men.  It  is, 
however,  admitted,  that  the  ministers  of  Christ  may  preach  some 
truths  of  the  Bible,  with  plainness,  and  not  give  much  offence  to  the 
wicked.  And  we  have  reason  to  fear,  that  there  is  toe  much  of  this 
kind  of  preaching ;  that  is,  of  a  kind  of  preaching,  which,  though  it 
be  the  troth  as  far  it  goes,  is  not  the  whole  truth,  and  is  not  faith- 
folly  applied  to  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  the  bearers.  But  let 
men  preach  the  whole  troth  ;  that  is,  every  part  of  it,  as  contained  in 
the  Bible ;  let  them  preach  thisplomly,  and  apply  itytwiiy,  and  they 
will  give  offence  to  wicked  men,  as  they  understand  and  feel  it.  It 
cannot  be  otherwise.  For  it  is  not  the  preacher,  but  the  truth  it¬ 
self,  that  condemns  them ;  it  is  not  the  messenger,  but  the  message, 
which  stands  arrayed  against  them.  When  the  wicked  feel  this,  they 
are  condemned.  And  the  more  plainly  it  is  delivered,  and  the  more 
closely  and  faithfully  it  is  applied  to  them,  the  more  powerful  and 
offensive  it  becomes. 

Hence,  it  is  consistent  with  sound  wisdom  and  benevolence,  for 
the  ministers  of  Christ,  at  some  times,  to  preach  those  truths,  which 
they  know  will  not  be  pleasing  to  the  wicked.  Christ  did  this.  For 
be  always  knew  when  the  truth  would  please,  and  when  it  would 
displease  bis  bearers.  He  never  modified  nor  kept  back  the  truth, 
for  fear  of  offending  them  ;  but  always  spoke  plainly,  even  when  he 
knew  it  would  give  offence  to  the  wicked.  His  apostles  aUo  did  the 
same.  They  spoke,  not  as  pleasing  men,  but  God,  who  tried  their 
hearts.  And  they  often  ottered  those  truths,  which  they  knew 
would  be  offensive  to  wicked  men.  They  did  this,  under  a  sense 
of  duty.  For  they  were  not  rash,  imprudent  men  :  they  were  hum¬ 
ble,  affectionate,  judicious  preachers  of  the  Gospel :  they  were  some 
of  the  most  perfect  patterns  of  wisdom  and  prudence,  except  their 
Master,  which  the  Church  has  ever  witnessed.  So  that  if  the  faith¬ 
ful  ministers  of  Christ,  at  this  day,  may  imitate  him  and  bis  apostles, 
it  is  consistent  with  sound  wisdom  and  prudence,  and  even  a  doty, 
sometimes  to  preach  those  truths,  which  they  know  will  be  of- 
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fensive  to  wicked  men.  And  if  they  imitate  Christ  and^is  aposOe/il^ 
ill  their  affectionate  tenderness,  as  well  as  plainness,  the^ji^jed  not 
fear  what  men  will  say  of  them,  or  do  with  them.  The  LofT^ill  be 
with  them.  ‘  If  they  will  speak  the  truth  in  love^  and  thus  impart 
conviction  of  their  benevolence,  they  may  hope  for  protection  and 
success. 


Indeed,  to  preach  all  the  truth  plainly,  and  tn  love^  and  then  to 
apply  it  faithfully,  is  their  indispensable  duty.  It  is  the  only  way, 
in  which  they  can  hope  for  success  or  divine  approbation.  And  if 
those  unhappy  men,  who  are  yet  in  impenitence,  and  who  yet  hear 
the  Gospel,  would  exercise  common  i candour,  they  would  be  con* 
▼inced,  that  the  faithful  ministers  of  Christ  could  not  please  them, 
and  would  not  dare  to  please  them.  Such  candour  in  their  reflec¬ 
tions  on  this  subject,  would  convince  them,  that  so  long  as  they  re¬ 
main  impenitent,  they  cannot  expect  to  be  pleased  with  the  plain  ex¬ 
hibition  of  truth.  It  would  show  them,  that  so  long  as  gospel  minis¬ 
ters  remain  faithful,  they  will  continue  to  wound  and  condemn  them. 
For  they  would  see,  that  it  is  the  truth  itself,  in  its  naked  simplicity, 
which  pronounces  this  oondemnation,  and  which  thus  occasions  of¬ 
fence  and  misery.  I  remark,  then. 

Finally,  that  the  wicked  have  cause  to  tremble,  in  view  of  the 
final  judgment.  Not  only  the  words  of  Christ,  but  the  whole  vol¬ 
ume  of  divine  truth,  stands  arrayed  against  them.  All  the  curses  of 
the  law,  and  all  the  denunciations  of  the  gospel,  against  the  enemies 
of  God,  are  standing  against  them,  and  are  ready  to  fall  upon  them. 
And  if  the  troths  of  the  Bible,  when  understood  and  felt,  are  so  pow- 
erful,  and  bring  such  distress  on  the  wicked  in  this  world,  as  has 
been  often  witnessed,  surely  they  have  cause  to  tremble,  in  view  of 
the  final  judgment.  For  the  power  of  these  truths  will  never  be  de¬ 
stroyed  nor  diminished.  They  will  never  be  able  to  overcome 
them.  And  if  the  exhibition  of  divine  truth  by  a  fellow-mortal  is 
sofiicient  to  fill  them  with  terror  and  anguish,  how  great  will  be 
their  anguish  in  the  day  of  judgment,  when  God  himself  will  make  a 
more  full  exhibition  of  truth,  and  a  more  complete  defence  of  it ! 
At  that  awful  period,  the  whole  system  of  truth  will  he  vindicated. 
They  will  be  made  to  confess  the  truth  :  they  will  hear  Christ  vin¬ 
dicate  every  part  of  it:  they  will  hear  him  vindicate  those,  who 
have  faithfully  declared  it :  and  when  all  this  is  done,  and  the  guilt 
of  their  unbelief  and  rebellion  is  unfolded,  they  will  be  madeto/es{ 
the  truth  of  those  curves  and  threatenings,  which  they  have  often 
heard,  and  as  often  disregarded.  If,  then,  the  word  of  God  is  so 
powerful,  let  the  wicked  regard  it :  let  them  believe  and  obey  it ; 
lest,  when  they  are  astonished  and  confounded  by  the  power  of  it, 
there  be  none  to  deliver  them  from  the  wrath  of  God,  nor  to  allevi¬ 
ate  the  horrors  of  their  condemnation. 


FOR  THE  XVjkNGELIST. 
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ON  TttE  NATURE  AND  DESIGN  OF  THE  RELATION  OF 
^  THE  CHILDREN  OF  BELIEVERS  TO  THE  VISIBLE 

CHURCH.  No.  1. 


•  ’  It  has  long  been  the  opinion  of  the  writery  that  the  doctrine  of  in¬ 
fant  baptism  cannot  be  scriptnrally  maintained,  on  any  other  ground, 
than  that  of  the  children  of  believers  being,  in  some  important  sense, 

j^members  of  the  visible  church.  Of  the  actual  membership  of  such 
children,  he  is  fully  convinced,  from  various  considerations,  which 
he  would  simply  suggest,  referring  the  reader,  who  may  reflect  up¬ 
on  the  subject,  to  those  publications,  in  which  they  are  stated  at 
/  length,  and  copiously  illustrated.  The  arguments,  commonly  addu- 
t.ced  in  ^support  of  thb  opinion,  are  briefly  as '  follow,  all  of  them 

•  grounded  on  tbe  plain  testimony  of  the  Bible : 

'  *  I.  In  his '  dealings  and  covenant  transactions,  with  mankind,  Qod 
has,  from  tbe  beginning,  connected  children  with  their  parents.  Tbe 
/  constitution,  under  which  Adam  was  placed,  and  the  mercy  vouch'* 
n  safed  .to  the  family  of  Noah  for  kii  tdbe,  afford  a  striking  exemplifica¬ 
tion  of  this  remark. 

2.  When  a  viable  church  was  established  in  the  family  of  Abra- 
.ham,  the  Inembershtp  of  children  was  one  of  the  essential  provisions 
of  that  covenant,  on  which  the  church  was  founded. 

3.  Whenever  God  renewed  covenant  with  Abraham*s  posterity, 
their  children  were  still  included,  and  the  perpetuity  of  the  original 

>  covenant  was  acknowledged. 

'  4.  We  learn  from  the  New  Testament,  that,  even  to  the  time  of 
Christ  and  his  apostles,  the  Jews  continued  to  be  bound  by  tbe  Abm- 
hamic  covenant. 

’  6.  Tbe  constitution  of  the  church  is,  in  all, essential  particulars, 

tbe  same  now  that  it  was  in  the  family  of  Abraham. 

^  The  sameness  oi  the  church  is  proved  from  the  fact,  that,  if  a  new 
church  has  been  erected,  it  is  impossible  to  tell  when  it  took  tbe 
place  of  the  old, — ^that  tbe  Abrahamie  covenant,"which  was  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  tbe  church,  existed,  independently  of  any  particular  dis¬ 
pensation  of  religion,*— that  it  is  expressly  called  a  perpelsra/,  or  suer- 
latiing  covenant, — that  the  conditions  of  the  Abrahamie.  covenant 
prove  it  to  have  been  that  covenant  of  grace,  which  can  never  be 
abolished  ;  thatH  is  expressly  distinguished  from  the  Sinai  covenant, 
'which  was  to  be  abrogated ;  that  the  blessings,  proposed  in  this  cove¬ 
nant,  comprise  all  tbe  good,  ever  promised  to  the  chnrch ;  that  tbe 
seal  of  the  Abrahamie  covenant  had  precisely  the  same  signification 

>  with  baptism  ;  that  the  same  titles  are  given  to  the  ancient  Abrahamie 
church,  and  to  the  Christian  ;  that  tbe  conversion  of  tbe  Gentiles 
was  only  an  accession  to  the  Abrahamie  church  \  that  converted  Gen¬ 
tiles  receive  all  their  blessings,  on  the  ground  of  the  covenant  with 
Abraham  ;  and;  according  to  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  covenant, 
sustain  the  same  relation  to  him,  with  his  natural  posterity  ;  and 
that  there  are,  in  the  New  Testament,  various  passages,  in  which 
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the  relation  of  the  infants  of  believers  to  the  church,  is  plainly  as¬ 
serted.  >  j- 

The  general  doctrine  stands  on  its  own  independent  evidence ;  and 
is  not  affected  by  the  particular  views  we  may  entertain,  of  the  na¬ 
ture  and  design  of  the  membership  of  infants.  Whether  the  senti¬ 
ments  I  am  now  to  advance,  shall  be  deemed  right,  or  wrong,  the 
general  doctrine  must  be  admitted,  unless  we  can  detect  some  falla¬ 
cy  in  the  foregoing  arguments  ;  and  to  overthrow  this  train  of  rea¬ 
soning  will,  I  apprehend,  be  found  a  difficult  task. 

The  membership  of  infants,  it  is  evident,  is  not  merely  noauDahi 
it  is  real,  and  important.  It  is  not  simply  that  they  may  be  called 
members  of  the  church  ;  but  that  they  may  be  sucbt  in  some  inter¬ 
esting  sense  of  the  term,  that  God  has  directed  the  application  to 
them  of  the  seal  of  the  covenant  of  grace.  A  divine  institution,  like  • 
infant  baptism,  is  doubtless  intended  to  eipress  somethjng,  worthy  of 
the  wisdom  and  benevolence  of  its  Author.  Why  bat  it  been  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  what  does  it  signify  ?  is  certainly  an  important  inquiry ; 
and  perh^qM  the  question  might  easily  have  been  answered^  bad  not 
perplexity^b^^en  thrown  upon  it,  by  rodltiform  and  coetradictory 
speculations.  I  shall  not  notice  the  various  opinions,  which  have 
been  expressed,  relative  to  the  nature  of  infant  oiambersbip  :  I  shall 
only  exhibit,  and  endeavour  to  support,  those  views  of  the  subject, 
which  appear  to  me,  to  be  most  agreeable  to  reason  and  scripture. 
The  following  observations  may  afford  some  assistance,  in  bringiag 
os  to  a  correct  conclusion  : 

1.  The  membership  of  infants  is  solely  on  the  ground  of  the 
covenant.  Upon  this  alone,  is  grounded  the  meiid)eri^ip  of  the  pa¬ 
rents.  It  was  this,  which  introduced  Abraham  into  the  visible 
cburch  ;  and  it  was  by  this,  that  be  was  constituted  the  father  of  all 
that  believe.  The  people  of  God  now  derive  all  their  peculiar 
privileges  from  the  same  source.  It  is  by  the  covenant,  that  they 
are  made  members  of  the  cburch;  and  it  is  on  the  same  account, 
that  their  children  arc  members. 

2.  Strictly  speaking,  the  covenant  is  made,  not  immscttalsiy  with 
the  children,  but  with  the  parent ;  and  the  children  are  considered 
as  included  in  the  parent. 

This  is  apparent  from  the  words  of  the  covenant,  as  recorded  in 
ebapter^xvH.  of  Genesis.  And  I  will  make  my  covenant  between 
me  and  ^hee.  As  for  me,  behold,  my  covenant  is  with  lAes,  and  thou 
sbaltbe  a  father  of  many  nations.  And  1  will  establish  my  covenant 
between  me  and  thee^  and  tby  seed  after  thee,  in  their  generations 
that  is,  in  each  generation.  Here  we  are  ta^igbt  the  manner,  in  which 
the  promises  of  the  covenant  were  to  be  fulffiled.  it  was  to  be  es- 
tablwbed  anew,  with  the  seed  of  Abraham,  in  each  successive  gen- 
eration.  In  every  age,  the  true  Israel  would,  by  faith,  lay  hold  on 
the  covenant,  for  themselves  and  their  children.  **  Thou  shalt 
keep  my  covenant,  therefore,  thou,  and  thy  seed  after  thee,  in  their 
geeeratious.’’  The  14th  verse  serves  more  fully  to  shew,  that  the 
ooveuant  is  princif»ally  and  originally  made  with  the  parent.  And 
,tbe  UQcircumcised  man-child,  whose  flesh  of  bis  feresluD  b  not  cir- 
cuincUed,  that  soul  shall  be  cutoff  from  his  people  ;  he  kathbnpken 
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iaj  covenant.'*  Now  it  is  obviotts*  that  the  child  coold  not  have  * 
circumcised  himself;  nor  could  he^have  been  criminal^  for  wanting 
thfi^nark  of  the  covenant  in  hi«  fldatv.  Yet  he  isssiid  to  break  cove¬ 
nant,  on  accoont  of  the  neglect  of  the  parent.  Tire  meaning  is,  that 
the  child,  by  such  neglect,  is  excluded  from  the  blessings  of  that 
covenant,  which  has  been  made  with  the  parent.  The  parent,  by 
omitting  the  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  of  the  covenant,  in  respect 
to  his  children,  deprives  himself  of  Che>  right  of*  pleading  its  prom¬ 
ises  in  their  behalf;  This  is  especi«iHy  true;  if  he  refuse  them  the 
seal,  for  in  that  case,  they  cannot  be  said,  in' any  sense,  to  stand  in 
covenant  relation  to  God.  Though  the  covenant  is  actuallv  broken 
by  the .  parent ;  yet  his  children  are  called  covenant-breakers,  be¬ 
cause,  by  his  unfaithfulness,  they  lose  all  the  benefit  of  the  covenant 
made  with  him,  and  are  thrown  out  of  the  circle  of  its  peculiar  pri¬ 
vileges.  --  *  f-  ' 

That  the  covenant  is  made  with  the  parent,  and  not  imrnediaioly 
with  the  children,  is  also  evident  from  the  very  ^nature  of  the  case. 

An  infant  cannot  be  active  in  the  covenant,  for  he  has  no  knowledge 
of  it; "and  if  he  derive  any  benefit  from  its  provisions,  it  must  be 
without  any  consent  of  his  own.  And  how  can  a  covenant  be  direct¬ 
ly  made  with  one,  who  can  neither  act,  nor  apprehend  its  terms  ?  * 
It  may  be  greatly  for  his  advantage  ;  but  it  is  clear,  that  he  cttoet, 
with  strict  propriety,  be  called  one  of  the  covenantkig  partiee. 

We  may  illnstrate  this  sutiject  by  the  original  covenant  of  wevhs. 

.  It  was  made  with  Adam,  as  including  bis  posterity.  Tet  it  would  be 
.  absurd  to  allege,  that  his  posterity  were  absolutsrly  an  active  party  in 
the  covenant.  « 

We  have  the  fullest  evidence,  that  the  coTMint  of  grace,  (wkidi, 
it  might  be  easily  shewn,  the  Abrabamic  covenant  is,)  is  made  per- 
‘  sonally'  with  none  bat  believers.  Others  may  be  included.  The 
promise,  however,  which  insures  blessings  to  them,  is  not  made  to 
them,  personally  ;^hut  to  believers,  in  reference  to  them.  The 
conversion  of  the  heathen  is  promised.  Yet  this  promise  is  madeto 
^  the  church,  and  not  to  the  heathen.  The  covenant  of  redemption 
secures  the  salvation  of  all  the  elect,  as  much  before  tbeiv  conver¬ 
sion,  as  afterwards.  Yet  the  promises  of  this  covenant  are  made, 
not  to  the  elect  themselves,  hut  to  Christ,  their  Head.  The  elec,t 
while  unconverted,  are  as  much  estranged  from  God,  aad  from  faeli- 
pess,  as  others.  So,  the  promises  of  the  covenant  of  grace  Ire 
made  to  believers  ;  and  to  their  children,  considered  merely  as  be¬ 
longing  to  them.  We  have  no  instance  recorded,  of  this  covenant 
having  been  made  personally  with  unbelievers.  Ahtaham  believed 
God  ;  Isaac  and  Jacob  imitated  the  faith  of  their  father ;  aad  the  tame 
character  was  necessary,  to  any  person  a  title  to  the  blessings, 
promised  in  the  covenant.  A  profession  of  failh  was  aiwaya  impN^, 
in  being  visibly  interested  in  these  blessings.  Thus  Moseo  said  to 
the  Israelites,  **  Thou  hast  avouched  the  Lord  this  day  to  be  thy 
God,  and  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to  keep  his  statutes,  and  his  eoan 
inandments,  and  to  hearken  unto  hit  voice.  And  the  Lord  bath 
avouched  thee  this  day  to  be  hit  peculiar  people,  as  be  hath  }Pi%m- 
tied  thee,  and  that  tboo  shoaldest  keep  all  kis  comamiwlmenti.^ 
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r  -  That  the  co?etiaDt  of  grace  is  not  made  personally  with  unbelte. 
yers,  is  certain  from  the  manner,  in  which  they  are  spoken  the 
scriptures.  He  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  airead^  He 

•  that  beliereth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life ;  and  he  that  helieveth 
not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life  ;  bnt  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him. 
He  that  believeth  not,  shall  be  damned.’’  From  these,  and  hnn-  ^ 
dreds  of  other  passages,  it  is  evident,  that  faith  it  indispensable,  as  a 

.  condition  of  the  divine  favour,  and  of  salvation ;  or^  in  other  words, 
this  alone  can  give  to  any  one  a  personal  right  to  those  blessings, 
which  are  implied  in  the  promise,  I  will  be  thy  God.”  AgreeaUy 
to  the  spirit  oi  these  passages,  the  most  High  is  said  to  show,  mercy 
onto  tbonsands  of  generations,  of  them  that  love  Mm,  and  keep  ku 
commandments. 

It  has  been  said,  that  we  ought  to  presume  the  infants  of  believers 
have  faith,  or  a  principle  of  holiness,  until  evidence  shall  ap|>ear  to 
the  contrary  ;  and  that,  on  this  account,  they  should  be  recognized 
as  members  of  the  church.  Though  I  have  no  doubt,  but  they  may 
be  renewed  at  the  earliest  age  ;  and  though  I  would  hope,  that  such 
of  them,  as  die  in  infancy,  actually  are  renewed  ;  yet  I  cannot  see 
bow  the  probability  of  their  renovation  at  that  period,  can  be  the 
ground  of  their  membership.  We  have  no  evidence,  that,  at  the 
.time  Abraham  circumcised  bis  family,  he  looked  upon  all  the  malei 
under  his  command^  as  real  saints.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  rea¬ 
eon  to  conclude,  from  what  was  afterwards  said,  tbatithis  desirable 
^veot  was  not  accomplished,  but  by  a  divine  blessing  on  arcourseW 
j:  faithful  labours,  subsequent  to  the  circumcision  of  his.  household. 
Provided  that  we  are  required  to  look  upon  ail  those  infants,  who 
are  offered,  in  a  suitable  manner,  in  baptism,  as  personally  holy,  till 
-  they  shell,  by  their  lives,  prove  themselves  to  be  unregenerate,  we 
are,  for  aught  that  1  can  perceive,  obliged  to  do  what,  with  the  know- 
'  ledge  we  have  of  the  general  course  of  things,  is  not  possible.  For 
«  .who  of  us  can  say,  that,  of  baptized  infants,  who  have  lived  to  the 
a^  of  five  or  six  years,  we  have  known  as  many  as  one  in  a  thou¬ 
sand,  giving  satisfactory  evidence,  that  they  have  been,  from  their 

•  birth,  truly  regenerate  ?  And  are  we  commanded  to  believe  that, 

•  respecting  infants  now,  which  b  contradicted  by  all  past  experience  ? 

^  It  will  be  no  solution  of  the  difficulty  to  say,  we  are  often  deceived, 

.  in  respect  to  the  character  of  persona  in  more  advanced  life  ;  though 

we  are  bound  to  consider  every -one,  who  makes  a  credible  profes¬ 
sion  of  religion,  as  sincere,  till  he  shall  betray  his  hypocrisy  by  his 
works.  The  cases  are  not  similar.  We  are  not  deceived  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  infants  ;  and  we  expect,  almost  as  a  matter  of  course,  th«it, 

^  notwithstanding  their  baptism,  they  will,  if  they  live  long  enough  to 
manifest  their  real  character,  prove  themselves  to  be  the  children  of 
wrath,  even  as  others.  Should  we  see  one  apparently  devout,  peni¬ 
tent  and  humble,  from  the  first  dawn  of  reason,  we  should  be  more 
'  surprised,  than  on  beholding  hundreds  of  directly  the  opposite  char- 
.  acter.  Can  it  be  believed,  then,  that  the  covenant  is  made  person- 
f  rily  with  infants,  on  the  presumption  that  they  are  real  ebris- 
.  tians,  and  that  they  ought  so  to  be  considered  by  others  ?  Does  God 
command  impossibilities  ?  But  if  the  covenant  is  not  made  with 


293 


Oiildren  cf  Bdievtr*  to  the  VitibU  Church. 

i 

them  Oi  believers,  it  is  certain,  from  what  we  have  already  proved, 

^  that  it  is  not  personally  made  with  them  at  all.  Indeed,  if  it  were, 
the  children  of  unbelievers  might  as  well  be  in  covenant,  as  those  of 
the  faithful.  > 

Abraham’s  children  were  in  covenant,  considered  as  belonging  to 
him,  for  his  encoura^ment  respecting  them,  and  the  perpetuity  of 
the  church.  As  he  is  the  father  of  all  believers,  it  follows,  that  the 
children  of  others  are  in  covenant,  by  virtue  of  that  divine  consti¬ 
tution,  which  has  established  a  conoeiion  between  parents  and  their 
seed,  and  not  on  account  of  any  supposed  personal  qualifications  in 
the  children  themselves.  This  being  admitted,  it  is  clear,  that  the 
membership  of  infants  is  founded  entirely  on  the  relationship  they 
sustain,, to  believing  parents.  They  are  not  members  independent¬ 
ly,  but  wholly  through  their  parents,  with  whom  God  bM  been 
pleased  to  establish  a  covenant  of  mercy,  including  their  children. 
They  have  a  title  to  the  privileges  of  members,  therefore,  and  are 
to  be  acknowledged  as  members,  not  for  their  own  sake,*  but  wholly 
for  the  sake  of  their  parents,  and  as  connected  with  them,  in  God's 
gracious  covenant.  • 

There  can  be  no  exception  to  this  arrangement,  except  such  as 
might  be  alleged  against  the  general  course  of  the  divine  dealings, 
beginning  in  Paradise,  and  still  maintained  in  the  family  of  Abraham. 

^  If  such  a  connexion  between  parents  and  children,  as  that  for  which 
1  contend,  is  now  wrong,  it  always  has  been  so  ;  and  the  objector,  in¬ 
stead  of  denying  its  existence,  must,  to  be  consistent,  arraign  the 
wisdom,  or  Uie  justice  of  God,  in  constituting  Adam  the  federsd  head 
of  bis  posterity,  in  saving  Noah’s  bouse  for  his  sake,  and  in  promi¬ 
sing  Abraham  to  be  a  G^  to  him  and  to  his  seed.  Yet  it  may  be 
profitable,  before  we  proceed  any  farther,  to  spend  one  moment  in 
vindicating  the  conduct  of  God  in  this  arrangement.  It  is  obviously 
all  gracious.  The  most  High  was  under  no  obligation  to  enter  into 
covenant  with  Abraham  himself.  Yet  clearly,  he  had  a  right  so  to 
do.  He  may  ,  as  a  Sovereign,  bestow  bis  favors  as  be  pleases  ;  and 
none  can  have  reason  to  complain,  since,  whoever  are  left  out  of  the 
covenant,  they  are  only  permitted  to  pursue  their  own  chosen  way, 
and  are,  in  any  event,  treated  with  no  greater  severity  than  they  de¬ 
serve.  And  as  God  had  a  right  to  enter  into  covenant  with  Abraham, 
so  he  had,  for  the  same  reason,  a  right  to  promise  good  to  Abraham’s 
seed,  from  a  regard  to  the  fiiith  and  piety  of  their  father.  True,  his 
seed  were  by  nature  wholly  depraved ;  and  so  were  all  others.-— 
Others,  therefore,  could  not  say  that  they  were  injured,  because 
Abraham’s  children  had  greater  privileges  than  they.enjoyed.  Among 
creatures,  who  are  all  unworthy,  there  surely,  ought  to  be  no  dissat¬ 
isfaction,  because  some  are  treated  according  to  their  deserts  ;  even 
though  others  may  be  distinguished  by  privileges  to  which,  original¬ 
ly,  they  have  no  claim.  On  this  principle,  G^  is  to  be  justified,  in 
withholding  from  some  nations  the  gospel,  while  he  gives  it  to  oth¬ 
ers  ;  in  causing  soaoe  to  be  bom  in  Christian  families,  and  others  in 
heathen  ;  and  in  c<mtitoting  the  offspring  of  believers  children  of 
the  covenant,  while  those  of  the  impenitent  have  no  relation  to  the 
church.  In  this  view,  there  is  no  more  difficulty  in  the  doctrine  of 
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infant  membersbip^  than  in  any  of  tbe  gracious  and  sorereigti  actajaC 
Jehovah  towards  the  church.  And  wheu  itl»»  moreover,  rc^cotlect- 
ed»  that  the  membership  of  infants,  unless  ibsy  should  heartily 
brace  the  covenant  for  themselves,  will  be  in  the  erki  of  no  more  ad» 
vantage  to  them,  than  the  membership  of  adults,  Ihbo  unite  them* 
selves  to  tbe  church  by  a  hypocritical  profession ;  ao  room  can  be 
left  for  any  reasonable  ol^ectioB  to  tbe  doctrine  ;  but  it  appears  in  ^ 
perfect  harmony,  as  well  with  the  system  of  tbe  divine  mor^  gorero- 
m'ent,  which  ensures  to  every  one  a  recompencc  according  to  his 
deeds,  as  with  that  system  of  grace,  by  which  rebels  are  re^etned 
from  the  power  of  sin,  and  prepared  for  honor,  glory  and  immortality. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression.  If  iofauls  are  related  to  the 
church,  solely  through  their  parents,  then  it  may  not  be  difficult  to  per* 
ceive  what  rights  and  privileges  their  nembdrship  dots,  and  what  it 
does  not  imply,  it  clearly  d<^  not  imply  any  of  ibe  peculiar  rights 
of  independent  membership.  To  say,  that  infants  are  members, 
wholly  by  virtue  of  their  onion  to  their  parents  >  and  ydt  that  they  have 
more  rights  and  privileges,  than  such  union  imphes ;  is  a  contradic* 
tion.  A  conclusion  ough^not  to  be  broader  than  are  tbe  principles, 
on  which  it  is  founded.  To  assert  that  children  must  baVe  an  inde¬ 
pendent  membership,  or  may  perform  acts  implied  in  such  member-  \ 
ship,  because  they  are  related  to  tbe  church  through  their  parents, 
is  no  less  absurd  than  it  would  be  to  affirm,  that  be,  who  is  born  to 
ao  estate,  must;  of  course,  be  beir  to  a  throne.  It  is  clear,  if  infanta 
belong  to  the  church,  merely  as  included  m  tbeir  parents,  they  can 
do  nothing,  which  implies  independent  membership,  till  they  actually 
acquire  such  membership,  by  the  means  prescribed  in  the  covenant 
itself.  They  must  personally  embrace  the  covenant  by  faith,  and 
own  it  before  the  worlds' ere  they  can  lay  claim  to  the  immunities  of 
members,  acting  for  themselves.  What  are  acts  of  independent 
membership,  it  is,  io  many  cms,  easy  to  see.  It  must  be  obviods, 
that  it  would  be  inr^proper  for  a  baptized  person,  not  having  given  his 
personal  consent  tp  the  covenant,  to  vote  in  a  meeting  of  the  church, 
or  offer  hii>  children  in  baptism.  It  must  be  equally  obvious,  that  no 
one  has  a  right  to  engage  in  any  services,  which  imply  a  profession 
of  personal  holinesj>,  before  he  has  made  such  a  profession. 

These  remarks  may  assist  ns  in  settling  the  question,  whether  tbe 
membership  of  infants  does,  of  itself,  give  them  a  right  to  a  seat  at 
the  Lord^s  table,  it  has  been  contended  by  many,  that,  it  does. 
And  if  coming  to  the  supper  is  not  an  act  of  independent  member¬ 
ship.  tbe  inference  is  just  ;  and  baptized  children  have  a  right  to 
come,  not  only  w{ithout  tbe  visibility  of  personal  qunlihcations,  but 
without  any  profession  whatever.  Indeed,  on  this  principle,  tbe  an¬ 
cient,  but  long  exploded  practice  of  infant  communion  ought  to  be 
restored  ;  and  we  have  greatly  erred,  in  setting  up  any  barriers  Io 
the  approach  of  the  youngest  and  most  ignorant  of  the  dock.  Rut 
to  me,  it  is  plain,  that  a  participation  of  the  euebarist  is  an  act  of  in¬ 
dependent  membership,  and  includes  a  profession  of  love  to  Christ, 
if  any  act  deserves  to  be  so  considered.  Our  Lord  has  expressly 
required  his  discrfiles  to  receive  tbe  sacrament  of  tbe  supper,  in  re¬ 
membrance  of  him ;  and  has  assured  them,  that,  whenever  ibey  eat 
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of  tbdt  brtad,  and  Irnk  of  that  cop,  they  do  tl^w  forth  bia  death. 
He  has  abe  taof  bt  tbecn,  that  a  db^rniDg  of  bis  tody  io  the  ordi* 
Daoce,  is  neceatary  to  ao  acce^able  obserraoce  of  it ;  and  that  they, 
who  do  not  lecetre  it  in  this  maimer,  eat  and  driak  coodeanoation  to 
themselres.  Bet  it  b  certain,  that  infants  cannot  discern' the  Lord’a 
body,  nor  partake  of  the  sapper  in  remembrance  of  Christ,  nor  with 
the  design  of  §  hewing  his  death.  It  is  said  to  communicants,  Let 
*  a  man  eKamine  biowelf,  and  so  let  him  eat  of  that  bread,  and  drink  of 
I  tbat  cup.*’  This  directioo  cannot  be  obeyed  by  infants. 

Should  it  l»e  contended,  tbat  these  are  qoali6calions,  requisite  on- 
ly  for  those  who  are  capable  of  them,  and  tbat  infants,  who  are  inca¬ 
pable  of  tbeae  duties,  may  nevertheless  come  to  the  supper;  it 
might  be  replied,  that,  whatever  is  true  respecting  infants,  there  are 
indbpensabie  qualihcations  for  such,  as  have  arrived  at  sufficient  age 
and  capacity  to  attain  them.  To  such  persons  then,  commnnion  is 
an  act,  not  to  be  performed,  on  the  ground  of  their  relation  to  their 
parents  Mrely ;  it  must  be  done  with  knowledge,  with  faith,  with 
love,  and  with  all  'those  eaerctses,  which  are  involved  in  a  cordial 
reception  of  the  terms  of  the  covenant.  They  can,  therefore,  have 
no  rights  io  tbe^  sight  of  God,  to  the  privileges  of  communion,  till 
they  subscribe,  with  their  own  hand,  to  be  the  Lord’s ;  nor  can  the 
church  consistently  receive  them,  till  they  give  evidence  of  having 
eoabraced  from  the  heart  that  covenant,  according  to  which  they 
were  baptized.  The  instance  of  the  man  in  the  parable,  found 
among  the  guests,  at  a  '  marriage,  without  the  wedding  garment,  is 
doubtless  designed  to  represent  the  case  of  a  communicant,  destitute 
of  real  piety.  This  man  was  treated  as  an  intruder.  Friend,  how 
earnest  thou  in  hither,  not  having  on  a  wedding-garment  t”  Certain, 
therefore,  it  is,  that  the  master  ^  the  feast  regards  as  intruders,  all 
those,  who  approach  hit  table,  without  those  dispositioos  and  mo¬ 
tives,  by  which  men  are  prepared  to  meet  him  in  judgment.  Indeed, 
communicants  are  every  where  in  the  New  Testament,  described 
as  those,  who  are,  by  profession,  new  creatures,  separated  from  the 
world,  dedicated  to  the  service  of  Christ,  and  waiting  for  his  ap¬ 
pearing  and  apostates  are  persons  who  never  were  what  they 
seemed  to  be.  **  They  went  out  from  us,  because  they  were  not 
of  us  ;  for  if  they  hod  been  of  us,  they  would  oo  doubt  have  con¬ 
tinued  with  us.”  This  language  certainly  implies,  that  communi¬ 
cants  were,  professedly,  actuated  by  other  principles,  hopes  and 
aims,  than  those  of  apostates  and  unbelievers.  The  current  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  New  Testament  on  this  subject,  ought  Io  satisfy  us, 
without  referring  to  any  other  authority. 

But  it  has  been  said,  by  way  of  objection,  that  alt  the  Israelites 
wer^  required  to  partake  of  the  passover,  and  that  without  any  res- 
peet  to  their  motives.  Without  insisting  on  the  fact,  that  the  passo¬ 
ver  was  a  rite  of  the  law,  and  was  not  appointed,  till  four  hundred 
and  thirty  years  after  the  commencement  of  the  Abrahamic  church  ; 
I  deem  it  sufficient  to  say  in  reply,  that  God  always  required  sincer¬ 
ity  and  faith  of  his  people,  as  the  indispensable  condition  of  accep- 
tmice^  nad  that  he  often  condemned  them,  in  the  most  solemn  man¬ 
ner,  for  their  formality  and  hypocrisy.  Instead  of  allowing  them  to 
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keep  passoTer,  or  any  other  religioofi  feitiTal,  withoat  hciiness, 
he  reproached  them  for  their  insiDceritY,  in  aocb  words  as  -thes^ 
To  what  purpose  is  the  multitude  of  your  sabriBces  unto  me  ? 
saith  the  Lord :  I  am  full  of  the  burnt-offerings  of  rams«  and  the 
/at  of  fed  beasts,  and  I  delight  not  in  the  blood  of  bullocks,  or  of 
lambs,  or  of  he  goats.  When  ye  come  to  appear  before  me,  who 
bath  required  this  at  your  hand  to  tread  my  courts  ?  Bring  no  more 
vain  oblations  ;  incense  is  an  abomination  unto,  me  :  the  new  moons 
and  sabbaths,  the  calling  of  assemblies  I  cannot  away  with  :  it  is  ini- 
quity,  even  the  solemn  meeting.  Your  new  moons,  and  your  ap¬ 
pointed  feasts,  my  soul  bateth  ;  they  are  a  trouble  onto  me,  I  am 
weary  to  bear  them.”  It  is  so  far  from  being  true  then,  that  the 
whole  congregation  of  Israel  were  required  to  celebrate  the  passo- 
ver  without  any  respect  to  their  motives ;  that  their  very  best  ser¬ 
vices,  not  done  with  an  obedient  heart,  were  abominatioo  to  the 
Lord.  Though  they  were  all  commanded  to  eat  the  passover,  yet 
they  were  to  do  this,  as  professors  of  true  religion,  grateful  for  the 
benefits  they  had  received,  and  placing  all  their  dependenfje  on  the 
covenant  faithfulness  of  God.  Baptized  persons  now  ought  to  pais 
take  of  the  supper,  in  the  same  manner  ;  they  can  have  no  eacuse 
for  neglecting  this  duty  ;  but.  should  they  come  without  love  to 
Christ,  their  condemnation  would  surely  be  no  less  than  was  that 
of  the  hypocritical  Israelites.  ^  The  New  Testament  is  even 
more  full  and  explicit  on  this’sdbject  than  the  Old;  and  teaches 
us,  that  we  must  not  only  believe,  but  give  evidence  of  our  faith 
to  others,  in  order  to  have  a  right  to  the  supper.  We  no  where 
learn,  that  this  ordinance  was  designed,  like  the  ordinary  means  of 
grace,  to  promote  the  instruction  and  salvation  of  sinners  ;  but  it  is 
a  feast  of  love,  in  which  the  disciples  of  Christ  are  th  express  their 
confidence  in  him,  and  their  affection  to  one  another,  improve  all 
their  graces,  and  enjoy  foretastes  of  that  blessedness,  which  is  re* 
served  for  them  in  heaven.  Should  it  be  objected  that  they,  who 
have  professed  religion,  though  they  may  be  convinced  that  they 
have  no  love  to  Christ,  are  nevertheless  required  to  come  to  the 
supper ;  an  answer  would  be  easy^  They*  have  bound  themselves, 
by  their  own  voluntary  act ;  and  whatever  they  may  say  in  private, 
are  publicly,  unless  convicted  of  immorality,  or  heresy,  on  the 
Lord^s  side  ;  and,  as  stich,  must  be  publicly  received  by  the  church. 
If  they  withdraw  themselves  from  the  supper,  therefore,  they  are, 
in  the  highest  sense,  covenant- breakers  ;  and  they  must  be  treated  as 
such,  by  their  brethren.  Their  situation  then,  is  not  to  be  compap*^ 
ed  with  that  of  those,  who,  though  members,  by  vinue  of  their, un¬ 
ion  to  their  parents,  have  never,  by  their  own  act,  given  their  con¬ 
sent  to  the  conditions  of  the  covenant,  and  avouched  the  Lord  as 
their  God.  True  it  is,  that,  while  they  neglect  to  make  a  public 
profession  of  religion,  after  having  arrived  at  a  suitable  age  to  take 
upon  themselves  the  vows  of  the  Almighty,  they  are  guilty  of  an  ag¬ 
gravated  sin,  in  despising  his  holy  covenant  But  do  they  not  des¬ 
pise  his  covenant,  as  much,  or  more,  if  they  draw  near  to  him  with 
their  mouths,  and  honor  him  with  their  lips,  while  their  hearts  are 
far  from  him  ? 
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Bat  thcHligh  the  children  of  believers  are  not,  oj  $ueh,  entitled  to 
the  privileges  of  independent  membership ;  jet  they  are  entitled, 
by  virtae  of  their  relation  to  the  chnrch,  U  all  those  pHvileges, 
which  do  not  imply  sach  membership.  Particnlarly,  they  have  a 
right  to  the  seal  of  the  covenant ;  and  to  withhold  it  from  them, 
would  be  criminal,  and  offensive  to  God.  The  cboridh,  by  being  in 
covenant  with  the  parent,  is  also,  in  some  important  sens^.  in  cove¬ 
nant  with  the  children  ;  and  is  bound  to  seek  their  best  good,  for  his 
sake.  They  cannot  indeed,  on  any  personal  account,  claim  this  ptiv- 
ilege  ;  but  as  they  belong  to  the  parent,  to  whom  a  promise  has  been 
made  respecting  them,  they  may  demand  it ;  and  may  justly  Com- 
plain,  if  they  be  neglected  by  the  church.  The  chur^'  is  bound  «  ^ 

by  covenant  to  assist  the  parent,  as  far  as  may  be  needful  in  the  reli*  ^ 
gious  instruction  of  his  children  ;  to  reprove  him  if  he  be  remiss 
in  his  duty  ;  and  to  pray,  that  his  efforts  for  their  salvation  may  be 
successful.  It  is  also  bound  to  poor  out  ardent  prayers  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  ;  to  watch  over  them  :  to  teach  them,  and,  in  every  way^  im¬ 
plying  no  interference  with  a  righteous  parental  authority,  to  labour 
for  their  conversion.  The  covenant,  by  which  Christians  are  united 
to  each  other,  can  never  be  abrogated  ;  and,  therefore,  if  a  parent 
be  removed  by  death,  bis  children  have  the  same  relation  to  the 
church,  which  they  sustained,  while  be  was  living.  If  he  was 
what  be  appeared  to'be,  he  is  still  a  member  of  (he  church,  though 
elevated  to  a  higher  sphere  ;  and  his  children,  whom  he  has  left  :.ii 

hind,  are  peculiarly  committed  to  the  watchful  attention,  and  guardi¬ 
an  care,  of  his  brethren  on  earth.  The  church  is  b^nd  to  see, 
that  these  children  receive  a  religious  education ;  and  that  every 
thing  be  done  for  their  spiritnal  interests,  which  the  parent  would  ^ 

have  desired,  had  he  lived  to  take  the  oversight  of  their  early  years. 

Such  are  the  privileges,  which  the  children  of  believers  may  '  i 
claim,  in  consequence  of  their  relation  to  the  church  through  their 
parents.  Whenever  a  person  is  admitted  to  the  communion  of  a  * 
church,  it  virtually  en^es  to  perform  towards  him,  all  the  duties, 
which  it  owes  to  its  members,  and  to  his  children,  if  he  have  any", 
for  his  sake ;  ,and  whenever  he  publicly  presents  his  children  to 
the  Lord  in  l^ptism,  these  engagements,  on  the  part  of  the  church, 
are  renewed. 

The  design  of  the  membership  of  infants  will  form  the  subject  of 
a  future  number.  J.  W.  H. 


;  PARABLE  OF  THE  TARES  AND  THE  WHEAT.  No.  1. 

^he  preaching  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  always  faithful  and 
solemn.  If  his  hearers  Were  sinners  he  let  them  know  it.  If  they 
^  were  surrounded  withdangers  he  gave  them  wkming.  Hit  preach¬ 
ing  was  plain  and  discriminating.  He  clearly  diMihguished  b^tiveen 
the  righteous  and  the  wick^,  the  holy  and  the  tinholy,  him  that 
VoL.  If.  '  3ft  - 
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serveth  God  and  him  that  ser?eth  him  not.  His  discoarses  wer« 
such,  that  his  hearers  could  easily  apply  them  ;  and  in  view  of 
them  justly  estimate  their  own  character  ;  and  clearly  survey 
their  own  danger.  Eminently  of  this  description  were  his  para¬ 
bles  ;  in  which  he  often  compared  his  kingdom  with  things,  which 
might  occur  in  the  natural  world.  And  among  these,  perhaps  no 
one  can  be  named,  which  is  more  worthy  of  a  frequent  and  careful 
perusal,  than  that  of  the  tares  and  the  wheat.  **  The  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  likened  unto  a  roan,  who  sowed  good  seed  in  his  field  ; 
but  while  men  slept  his  enemy  came  and  sowed  tares  among  the 
wheat  and  went  his  way.  But  when  the  blade  was  sprung  up,  and 
brought  forth  fruit,  then  appeared  the  tares  also.  So  the  servants 
of  the  householder  came,  and  said  unto  him,  Sir,  didst  thou  not  sow 
good  seed  in  thy  field  ?  From  whence  then,  hath  it  tares?  He 
saith  unto  them  an  enemy  bath  done  this.  The  servants  said  unto 
him,  wilt  thou  then  that  we  go  and  gather  them  up  ?  But  be  said, 
Nay,  lest  while  ye  gather  up  the  tares,  ye  root  up  the  wheat  also. 
Let  both  grow  together  until  the  harvest ;  and  in  the  time  of  har¬ 
vest,  1  will  say  unto  the  reapers,  gather  ye  first  the  tares,  and  bind 
them  in  bundles  to  burn  them  ;  but  gather  the  wheat  into  my 
barn.” 

Notwithstanding  the  parables  of  our  Lord  are  all  full  of  impor¬ 
tant  instruction,  and  this  instruction  communicated  in  the  most  ob¬ 
vious  manner,  yet  so  true  is  it  that  men  love  darkness  rather  than 
light,  that  the  plainest  parables  are  not  unfrequently  perverted  and 
made  to  speak  a  language  very  different  from  what  they  were  design* 
ed  to  speak.  This  being  the  case,  we  ought  to  esteem  it  a  great 
favor,  that  in  many  instances,  in  these  parables,  we  have  the  ex¬ 
plicit  interpretation  T)f  him  who  uttered  them  ;  and  are  hence 
plainly  and  infallibly  informed,  concerning  the  precise  objects,  to 
which  he  designed  their  application  should  be  made.  'This  is  the 
case  with  the  parable  before  us.  His  disciples  requested  that  he 
would  declare  unto  them  the  parable  of  the  tar^  of  the  field.  He 
answered  and  said  unto  them,  He  that  soweth  the  good  seed,  is 
the  Son  of  Man.  The  field  is  the  world  ;  the  good  seed  are  the 
children  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  the  tares  are  the  children  of  the 
wicked  one.  The  enemy  that  sowed  them  is  the  Devil  ;  the  har¬ 
vest,  the  end  of  the  world  ;  and  the  reapers  are  the  angels.  As 
therefore  tares  are  gathered  and  burned  in  the  fire,  so  shall  it  be  in 
the  end  of  the  world.  The  Son  of  Man  shall  send  forth  bis  angels, 
and  they  shall  gather  out  of  his  kingdom,  all  things  that  offend,  and 
them  which  do  iniquity,  and  shall  cast  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire  ; 
there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth.  Then  shall  the 
righteous  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  kingdon  of  their  Father.” 

In  this  parable  according  to  our  Lord's  explanation  of  it,  the 
children  of  the  kingdom  mean  the  real  friends  of  Christ.  These 
are  likened  to  wheat,  which  is  a  valuable  kind  of  grain,  and  is  much 
esteemed  and  cultivated  by  husbandmen. 

We  are  also  plainly  taught  in  this  parable,  that  the  children  of 
tbe  wicked  one  mean,  those  who  do  not  belong  to' the  spiritual 
kingdom  of  Cbrist,  These  are  likened  to  tares,  a  kind  of  weed. 
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wt^ch,  while  it  was  hurtful  to  the  growth  of  wheat,  was  of  little 
or  ho  value  itself,  fit  only  to  be  gathered  together  in  bundles  and  bur 
ned.  It  teaches  us  moreover,  t^t  as  wheat  and  tares  are  found  grow¬ 
ing  together  in  the  same  field,  so  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  the 
children  of  the  kingdom  and  the  children  of  the  wicked  one,  are  found 
mingled  together  in  the  world  in  the  same  societies.  The  seed  of 
the  tares  was  not  sown  on  a  separate  piece  of  ground,  merely  by 
the  side  of  the  wheat ;  but  it  was  sown  promiscuously,  among  the 
seed  of  the  wheat,  so  that  they  sprung  up  and  grew  together. 
Another  idea  which  we  are  expressly  taught,  and  to  which  our  at¬ 
tention  will  be  called  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  is,  that  as  the 
husbandman  would  not  suffer  the  tares  to  be  polled  up  immediate¬ 
ly  ;  so  Christ  will  not  suffer  the  wicked  to  be  immediately  severed 
from  among  the  jiist  and  destroyed,  lest  in  doing  this  the  friends  of 
God  should  be  wounded,  if  not  utterly  destroyed  ;  but  that  both 
are  suffered  to  grow  together  ulitii  harvest,  or  until  the  end  of  the 
world. 

Perhaps  an  inquiry  may  arise,  here,  in  the  minds  of  some,  wheth¬ 
er  by  the  children  of  the  wicked  one,  who  are  here  compared  unto 
tares,  we  are  not  to  understand  false  professors,  or  hypocrites  in 
religion.  In  reply  to  such  a  suggestion,  it  may  be  observed,  that 
all  such  characters  are  very  obviously  included.  For  whatever 
their  pretensions  to  religion  may  be,  if  they  are  hypocritical  and 
false  hearted,  they  are  still  the  children  of  the  wicked  one.  And 
they,  certainly,  in  a  very  peculiar  sense,  grbw  together”  with 
the  children  of  God.  'But  perhaps  we  may  find  good  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  these  are  not  the  only  wicked  persons,  who  are  likened 
unto  tares.  The  field  is  the  wrorld  ;  the  good  seed  are  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  tares  are  the  children  of  the  wicked 
one.  The  account  is  evidently  general.  The  whole  world  of  man¬ 
kind  is  presented  before  us,  divided  into  two  great  classes  ;  and  a 
general  name  is  given  to  each  class,  importing  a  great  difference  of 
character.'  There  is  nothing  in  the  parable,  which  looks  like  te- 
/ec/tn^  any  particular  sort  or  description  of  wicked  persons,  and 
calling  them  tares  to  the  exclusion  of  others.  But  the  natural  idea 
most  obviously  is,  that  the  children  of  the  wicked  obe  jgenerally  are 
to  be  understood.  While  therefore,  it  is  admitted,  that  hyprocrites 
or  false  professors  are  indeed  tares,  who  are  in  a  pficuliar  sense 
growing  up  together  with  the  wheat,*  yet  there  can  b^  no  impro^ 
priety  In  extending  the  cohistruction  of  the  passage,  so*  as  to  include 
the  wicked  in  general.  Indeed,  the  tenor  of  the  parable  seems  to 
require  that  we  should  do  if.  -  - 

The  wheat  and  the  tares,  in  the  parable,  represent  the  character 
of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  the  children  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  children  of  the  wicked  one.” 

In  describing  the  character  of  these  tw6  classes  of  mankind,  it 
is  always  safe  to  keep  close  to  the  pTahi  and  literal  meaning  of  the 
holy  Scriptures  ;  because  in  that  way  we  may  learn  the  exact  troth 
of  the  matter,  as  God  has  related  tt.  It  is  also  important  to  keep  al¬ 
ways  in  view,  this  interesting  and  affecting  truth,  that  since  the 
apostacy,  all  mankind  are  by  nature,  of  one  common  character. 

I  * 
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The  Scriptaref  conclude  them  all  under  sin.  There  is  none  among 
them  that  doeth  good  ;  np,  not  one.  They  are  all  gone  out  of  the 
way.  -Christ  has  made  atonement  for  them  as  such.  He  came  not 
to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance.  He  tasted  death 
for  every  man,  because  every  man  had  sinned  and  come  short  of 
the  glory  ot  God.  By  nature  therefore  all  are  alike  ;  and  they 
are  described  alike.  They  are  all  “  children  of  wrath  “  chil¬ 
dren  of  disobedience  children  in  whom  is  no  faith  and 
“  children  of  the  wicked  one.’*  Christ  declared  to  the  Jews,  “  ye 
are  of  your  father  the  devil,  and  the  lusts  of  your  father  ye 
will  do.”  And  Solomon  has  truly  said,  “  As  in  water,  face  answer- 
eth  to  face,  so  the  heart  of  man  to  man.”  This  exactly  agrees 
with  the  explicit  declaration,  that  there  is  “  none  righteous,  no,  not 
one-”  , 

If  any  should,  on  this  ground,  feel  disposed  to  object  against  the  con¬ 
struction  which  has  been  given  to  the  parable,  because  it  would  seem 
rather  to  represent  the  wheat  as  sown  among  the  tares,  than  the  tares 
among  the  wheat,  I  would  answer ;  that  in  parables,  it  is  not  ex¬ 
pected  nor  designed,  thatthe  thing  represenied  should  compare,  in 
every  circumstance,  with  the  original.  .  It  is  sufficient,  if  they  so 
compare  as  to  illustrate  the  particular  truths,  which  are  designed  to 
be  illustrated.  In  the  parable  before  us,^  the  particular  truth  de¬ 
signed  to  be  taught  evidently  is,  that  Christ  is  pleased  to  permit  the 
wicked  to  live  with  the  righteous  in  the  present  world.  And  to  il¬ 
lustrate  this,  the  circuBDStances  of  the  parable*  which  do  compare, 
are  abundantly  sufficient.  If  then,  it  should  be  allowed,  that  all  men 
by  nature  are  of  one  common  character,  the  children  of  the  wicked 
one,  it  would  not  in  the  least  anthorize  an  objection  against  (he  cor- 
^  rectness  of  the  repreaenUtion  in  the  .  parable.  And  indeed,  if  we 
should  adopt  the  other  construction,  and  consider  both  the  tares 
and  the  wheat  as  representing  only  members  of  the  visible  chnrch, 
still  we  should  not  gain  much  assistance,  in  removing  the  supposed 
objection.  Because  in  that  case,  the  tares  roust  be  viewed  as  the 
prior  growth  ;  and  the  wheat  must  be  supposed  to  have  been  sown 
among  them,  rather  than  they  among  the  wheat,  unless  indeed  we 
should  suppose,  that  there  has  been  a  time,  when  the  church  was  so 
pure,  that  there  were  do  false  professors  in  But  conceoing  such 
a  time,  we  have  do  account.  But  even  if  the  objection  were  ever 
so  well  founded,  it  would  conclude  uotbiog  against  the  idea  uuder 
consideration  $  viz.  That  among  men  by  nature,  there  is  none  right¬ 
eous,  no  not  one*  And  this  indeed  is  a  truth  so  abundantly  taught 
in  scripture,  that,  to  reject  it,  we  must  reject  the  whole  scheme  of 
salvation  revealed  in  the  Bible- 

If  this  view  of  the  natnral  character  of  man  is  correct,  it  will  fol¬ 
low,  that  those  who  are  righteous,  or  the  children  of  the  kingdom, 
are  those  only  who  have  experienced  the  power  of  renewing  and 
sanctifying  grace ;  “  who  were  born,  not  of  blood, nor  of  the  will  of 
the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.”  They  are  those 
who  have  been  brought  out  of  darkness  into  marvellous  light,  and 
from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God.  They  are  those  only,  who  from 
being  enemies^  have  become  friends  ;  who  from  a  state  of  unrecon- 
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ciltation,  have  become  reconciled  throngh  our  Lord  Jefat  Christ. 
They  are  those  ooly^  who  haVe  inibibed,  in  some  degree,  the  spirit 
of  the  Lord  Jesas,  and  are  walking,  in  some  measure,  in  imitation  of 
his  holy  example.  The  spirit  of  Christ  was  a  spirit  of  love,  humili¬ 
ty,  meekness,  self-deniaL,  forgiveness  of  injuries,  snbtKission  to  the 
will  of  God  ;  in  short,  it  was  a  spirit  of  universal  obedience.  And 
something  of  this  spirit  must  be  possessed  by  the  children  of  the 
kingdom.  Fot|^’  says  the  apostle,  if  any  man  have  not  the  spi¬ 
rit  of  Christ,  be  is  none  of  his.’*  He  is  not  a  child  of  the  kingdom, 
a  fellow-citizen  of  the  saints  and  of  the  household  of  God.  And  if 
we  examine  more  particularly,  we  shall  6nd,  that  all  these  charac¬ 
teristics  belong  to  the  children  of  God.  For  though  a  man  have  all 
gifts,  understand  all  mysteries,  bestow  his  goods  to  feed  the  poor, 
and  give  his  body  to^be  burned,  and  have  not  love,  it  profitetb  him 
nothing.  They  afe  the  humble  and  contrite,  with  whom  God  will 
delight  to  dwell,  and  whose  desire  shall  be  heard.  They  are  the 
meek  whom  he  v^ilt  guide  in  judgment,  and  who  shall  inherit  the 
eiirth.  And  said  Christ,  If  any  man  will  come  aAer  me,  let  him  deny 
.  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  and  fpllow  me.  He  has  also  assured 
us,  that  those  only  who  forgive  others  shall  be  forgiven  themselves. 

**  If  ye  forgive  not  men  their  trespasses,  neither  will  your  heavenly 
Father  forgive  you  yonr  trespasses.*’  .  In  the  same  manner,  were 
the  subjedt  to  be  pursued,  it  would  still  be  found,  that  each  of  the 
characteristics  which  haVe  been  mentioned,  must  belong,  in  some 
npie^ure  at  least,  to'tdf  the  children  df  the  kingdoih.  As  be  who 
has  called  them  is  holy,  so  it  becoibes  them  to  holy,  in  all  mun- 
.lier  6(  conver^atibir^^  Tlieke  are  tbdy,  Who  having  beOh  brou^t  to 
a  sense  of  their  sins,  have  turned  frotkSi  them  to  G^,  embraced  the 
^Saviour  with  a  living  faith,  and  had  their  garments  washed  and  made 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lai!nb. 

On  the  other  ,fa*ahd,'  the  children  of  the  wicked  one  are  those,  who 
in  all  these  respe^^  are  of  a  diffierentrhameter.  Tfaefr  hearts  have 
never  been  sufifdiil^d  to  the  obedience  of  faith ;  they  have  never 
been  moulded  in^o  the  spirit  of  the  gospel ;  but  they  live  in  impeni¬ 
tence  and  unbelief,  biid  are  enemies  to  God  by  wick^  works.  They 
are  still  children  of  disobedience  and  wrath  ;  and  the  lusts  of  their 
father  they  will  do.  Such  are  all  mutderers,  and  adulterers,  and 
fornicators,  and  extoriioners,  and  thieves,  and  robbers,  and  liars, 
and  swearers,  add  blasphinners,  and  driinkards,  and  sabbath* brerii- 
ers,  and  hypocrites,  and  all  of  like  character.  For  all  these  are 
guilty  of  tnoSe  Mi^gs,  on  account  df  which  the  wrath  ofOod  comefh* 
upon  the  children  of  disobedience.  It  would  be  very  easy  to  multi¬ 
ply  quotations  the  ScrIpfOres  to  prove,  that  those  who  are 
guilty  of  tbe^emin^^ave  neither  part  nor  lot  in  fiie  ‘kingdom  of 
God  and  of  Chriit.'  4ire  told  expressly,  that  no  tnOtderer  bath 
eternal  life'  obidi^  W  Him.  T^hat  whoremongers  and  adulterers 
^^^God  will  and  thieves,  and  the  Mie,  sMl 

not  inherit  tpetihgddm  ofGod.  That  God  will  be  a  swlH  witness 
against  false  s^We^dts,  and  against  tho^e,  who  oppress  the  hireling  in 
his  wages,  and  tui*n  afide  the  needy  from  his  right.  Thattbe  hope 
of  the  hypoeritt  kHiBI  perish ;  th^t  it  khatt  be  like  a  spider’s  web. 
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and  like  giving  up  the  ghost..  Nor  are  we  less  explicitly  assured^ 
that  all  who  are  yet  in  impenitence  and  unbelief;  ar^in  a  state,  in 
which  the  w^atb  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  against  them. 
Most  evidently  all  such,  whether  they  live  in  the  practice  of  open 
and  gross  immoralities  or  not ;  whether  they  are,  or  are  not  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  visible  Church  of  Christ,  are  among  those,  who  are  in 
the  parable  denominated  ^tares,  and  who  in  our  Saviour’s  explanation 
of  the  parable,  are  denominated  children  of  the  wicked  one. 

H.  W. 
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*  » 

From  the  viexvs  which  have  been  exhibited  in  the  foregoing  ndmbete^ 
tnay  be  infer  red^  the  vaet  importance  of  a  faithful  gospel  ministry, 

I.  Every  people  sbould7wisb  to  know,  that  they  have  a  faithful 
ministry.  Does  it  utter  the  words  ot  truth  ^d  soberness  ?  Does  it 
exhibit  the  true  character  of  God  ?  Is  he  *tbe  God  of  the  Bible, 
robbed  of  no  perfection,  hol^,ju8t,  and  true,  and  good,  who  is  pre.- 
sented  before  you  as  the  object  of  your  love,  your  fear,  your  res¬ 
pect  and  your  worship  ?  Shall  you  see  on  the  throne,  in  the  last  day, 
tbo  same  Deity,  whose  character  passes  before  you,  every  Sabbath,, 
in  the  visions  of  the  gospel,?  Or  are  you  bearii^  now  of  one  ijehq- 
vah,  and  will  another  judge  and  condemn  you, Von  the  day  of  final 
retribution  ?  God  will  not  give  his  glory  to  another.  Men  will  not 
in  the  last  day,  find  each  a  God  suited  to  their  varied  notions  and 
delusions.  There  is  but  one  Qod  and  to  know  him  aright  is  eternal 
life.  Hence  to  listen  to  a  gospel,  that  does  not  giyq  his,  full  and  prop¬ 
er  character,  is  to  be  deceived  and  ruined  by  an  |,i^iaithful  watch- 
man.  ^  '.i*'*  * 

.  2.  Does  the  ministry,  upon  which  you  aUend,  develop  clearly 
your  own  character  ?  The  mao  who  is  sitting  for  his  picture  may 
wish  the  painter  to  flatter  him.  ^  Nor  is  it  at  all  improbable,  that  many, 
who  bear  the  gospel,  may  wish  the  preacher  .to  hide  the  unsightly 
parts  of  their  character.  But  if  your  preacher  does  this  he  ruins 
you.  He  must  give  you  just  the  character  that  God  does,  or  you 
will  gee  no  need  of  the  ssdvation  that  God  has  provided.  He  has 
provided  help  only  for  the  poor  and  the  wretched  ;  if  then  you  feel 
whole  and  increased  in  goods,  you  will  not  take  hold  of  the  help, 
that  God  bs^  provided.  If  your  true  moral  character  is  all  rotten¬ 
ness  and  corruption,  and  you  listen  to  a  ministry  ,ftat  conceals  from 
you  all  this  moral  disorder,  then* it  is  plain,  that  the  Saviour,  "whom 
God  has  provided  only  for  the  miserable  and  wretched,  will  not  suit 
you.  He  will  be  to  you  as  a  root  springing  out  of  dry  ground,  with¬ 
out  formand  comeliness.  You  never  will  embrace  Jesus  Christ  as 
your  precious  and  only  Saviour,  till  vou  have  seqmed  to  yourselves 
the  veriest  outcasts  in  the  creation  of  God.  You"  must  fix  one  look 
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«pon  that  wretched  heart  of  yoors,  and  see  it  to  be  more  deformed 
and  polluted, Ijnd  disgusting,  than  eten  the  ugliest  reptile  in  the  nat¬ 
ural  creation  of  God  ; — it  must  seem  the  darkest,  and  the  gloomiest, 
and  the  dreariest  spot  upon  which  Heaven  ever  cast  its  light,  or  you 
never  will  raise  a  believing  eye  to  the  throne  of  mercy,  gnd  humbly 
ask  for  pardon.  They  that  are  whole  need  not  a  physician.  Hence 
make  it  sure  as  your  own  first  concern,  and  the  first  and  greatest 
concern  of  your  children^  mAyowr  children's  children ^  that  you  and 
they  have  the  advantages  of  a  ministry,  that  will  probe  to  its  very 
core  the  diseased  heart,  and  thus  render  the  only  Saviour  welcome. 

3.  You  will  be  careful  to  know  for  yourselves,  that  the  ministry 
you  attend  is  faithful,  in  eihibiting  the  requirements  of  the  divine 
faw.  It  will  avail  you  nothing,  that  the  demands  of  the  law  are  low¬ 
ered  down.  God  will  not  repeal  it,  because  a  lying  messenger  has 
come  to  us,  and  pronounced  it  repealed.  Christ  will  not  be  your 
refuge,  if  you  fly  to  him  from  the  threatened  penalty  of  a  bad  law. 
Nor  will  yon  ever  betake  yourself  to  him,  till  the  commandment 
comes  home  to  your  bosom,  high  and  imperious  in  its  demands  ;  ho¬ 
ly,  and  just,  and  good  in  all  it  requires,  and  in  all  it  threatens. 

If  you  had  ofiended  a  father,  and  he  had  shut  his  door  upon  you, 
and  one  should  come  to  persuade  you  to  humble  yourself  at  bis  feet, 
and  accept  a  pardon  which  he  offers,  that  mediator  would  make  it  his 
first  concern  to  persuade  you,  that  the  requirements  of  your  father, 
to  which  you  had  refused  obedience,  were  right  and  good.  Nor 
could  he  hope  to  move  you  to  repentance,  till  he  had  succeeded  in 
making  this  impression.  If  he  should* come  to  you  and  blame|your 
father’s  ministrations,  it  should  be  your  first  impression,  that  he  is 
the  enemy  of  yowr  father ;  and  your  second  impression,  that  he  is 
your  enemy.  He  braces  you  against  conviction,  and  intends  you 
shall  live  in  perpetual  eiile  from  your  father’s  house  and  family. 
Oh !  how  mistaken  has  many  a  parent  been,  when  he  told  his  chil¬ 
dren,  that  be  expected  they  would  go  to  heaven,  and  that  they  were 
not  so  great  sinners,  as  they  supposed,  nor  in  so  much  danger.  All 
this  tended  to  keep  them  out  ol  heaven  ;  tended  to  brace  them 
against  conviction,  and  retain  them  in  a  state  of  impenitence  and  un¬ 
belief. 

And  how  mistaken  are  those,  who  suppose,  that  preaching  the 
gospel  does  not  imply  a  frequent  and  full  exhibition  of  the  divine 
law.  He  who  comes  to  you,  with  this  text  as  the  theme  of  his  first 
address,  **  Cursed  is  every  one  that  eontinueth  not  in  all  things  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them,”  gives  the  highest  promise, 
that  ultimately  he  will  be-able  to  urge  with  the  happiest  success,  that 
soft  and  sweet  invitation,  **  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.”  But, 

4.  VHuU  think  ye  of  (^rist  f  This  question  faithfully  answered  by 
a  minister  of  the  gospel  wiHgive  us  very  much  the  character  of  his 
ministry ;  and  faithfully  answered  by  the  private  Christian,  will  give 

-  us  the  character  of  his  religion.  Does  Christ  hold  in  our  ministry 
and  in  our  creed  the  high  place,  that  God  has  given  him  in  the  gos¬ 
pel  ?  Are  we  disposed  to  give  him  merely  the  {dace  of  a  teacher  and 
a  pattern?  We  ought  to  give  Moees  and  Paul  the  same  diatioguishei 
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place.  If  we  feel  that  we  need  a  Saviour  in  no  other  character, 
then  have  we  not  discovered  the  one  half  of  our  ruin.  We  have  not 
sunk  so  low,  but  that  a  finite  arm  can  reach  us.  And  a  gospel  will, 
in  that  case,  satisfy. us,  that  is  the  mere  contrivance  of  men.  But  if 
we  have  had  a  full  and  proper  sense  of  our  ruin,  have  felt  the  weight 
of  the  curse  that  rests  upon  us,  adB  have  known  the  hidden  iniqui¬ 
ties  of  the  heart,  we  shall  feel  the  need  of  one  to  save  us,  strong  as 
he  that  created  us.  The  horrors  of  our  fall  will  scare  back  any  oth- 
et  deliverer  but  him,  who  with  his  own  hloqd  can  quench  the  fires, 
that  have  been  kindled  to  consume  us.  We  shall  hail  one  as  our 
Redeemer,  who  can  go  in  and  sprinkle  the  mercy  seat,  who  can 
neutralize  that  consuming  influence,  which  issues  from  the  eye  of  an 
angry  Jebovah,  who  has  power  to  reconcile  us  to  God,  and  who  can 
place  himself  in  the  van  of  the  redeemed  multitude,  and  lead  them 
up  to  heaven,  and  there  plead  his  ^wounded  hapds  and  bleeding 
side^’  as  the  ground  of  their  pardon  and  acceptance. 

i  C.  A.  D. 


FOR  THE  BVAMOELIST. 

What  ate  we  to  under^amd^  from  the  writers  of  the  JSew  Testament^ 
when  they  speak  of  demons  {devils  and  poseeeeions  by  demons  ? 

Seme  contend,  that  Jesus  and  his  apostles  adopted  the  language  in 
question  in  accommodation  to  the  prejudices  as^  opinions  of  those 
with  whom  they  were  conversant ;  while,  in  fact^  they  spake  only 
of  insanity,  hypochondria,  or  epilepsy,  and  of  the  distresses  produ¬ 
ced  by  those  diseases.  On  the  other  band,  many  maintain  the  oppo¬ 
site  opinion,  that  Jesns  and  his.apostles  believed  in  the  existence  of 
demons,  and  in  real  possessions  by  them ;  and  that  they  intended  to 
declare  such  sentiments  to  the  world. 

These  two  schemes  1  intend  to  examine  with  candour ;  but  not  in 
a  very  critical  or  prolix  discussion.  Nor  shall  I  aim  at  being  very 
original^  since  almost  all  has  been  said,  on  each  side  of  the  contro¬ 
versy,  that  could  be  alledged  by  their  respective  advocates.  A  hasty 
review  it  all  that  will  be  attempted. 

I  begin  with  the  arguments  which  have  been  used  in  opposition  to 
real  possessions.  Those  who  maintain  that  demoniacs  ivere  only 
epileptics,  bypocbondriacs,  and  deranged  people,  commence  with 
the  superstitions  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  of  remote  antiquity, 
with  the  design  of  showing  that  demoni  were  supposed  to  be  the 
ghosts  of  deadmenj  who  had  sustained  infamous icharacters  while  liv- 
fng,  mi  whose  malicious  dispositions  stimulated  them,  afler  their  de¬ 
parture  from  the  body,  to  vex  and  barrass  the  living,  f  ^ 

These  notions,  it  is  supposed,  were  at.tength  adopted  by  the 
Jews  ;-fmd,  consequently^  that  Jesus  and  .his  apostles  were  obliged 
to  use  language^  in  the  mannec  that  they  ateJber^  supposed,  if  <they 
intended  to  be  understood.  ..tBui  there  is  a  difficulty  with  thisaritU” 
ment  at  the  oeimiiencemeiit«  ::  £or  there  iii^not  sq/j^ent  proof  that 
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the  Jews  ever  believed  that  the  ghosts  of  the  dead  'resided  io  those 
that  they  denominated  demoniacs,  or  that  they  inflicted  such  mala¬ 
dies  as  demoniacs  suffered.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  well  known,  that 
the  Jews  believed  in  the  existence  and  agency  of  onge/s ;  and 
that  they  derived  this  opinion,  not  from  the  reveries  of  Greeks  and 
Romans,  but  from  their  own  scriptures;  that  they  meant,  by  demons^ 
angels  who  had  fallen  from  their  former  state  of  purity,  and  who  de¬ 
lighted  in  depriving  others  of  happiness — that  these  were  employed, 
under  the  superintendence  of  one,  who,  by  way  of  emphasis,  was 
called  The  Devil,  the  prince  of  demons. 

That  such  was  their  opinion,  in  the  time  of  Christ,  you  will  leant 
from  the  12th  chapter  of  Matthew’s  gospel,  and  parallel  passages  in 
the  other  Evangelists.  When  the  Pharisees  accused  Christ  of  ope¬ 
rating  by  the  power  of  Beelzebub,  in  expelling  demons,  they  show* 
ed  plainly  that  they  believed  demons  to  be  under  the  control  of  a 
prince  who  guided  their  agency. 

Hence,  it  is  evident,  that  it  is  a  msr#  assumption  that  the  Jews  be¬ 
lieved  the  evils  in  question  to  be  inflicted  by  the  ghosts  of  wicked 
men ;  and  that  the.  grand  foundation  of  those,  who  oppose  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  real  possession!,  is  the  baseless  fabrick  of  a  vision.” 

But  I  stop  not  here.  It  is  but  fair  to  proceed  to  the  three  chief 
points  which  they  attempt  to  establish.  Those  are  the  following: 
That  the  symptoms  exhibited  by  demoniacs  were  the  same  with  those 
who  had  epileptic  Jits,  the  hypocondria,  or  insanity ;  thcU  the  sacred 
writers  give  some  intimations,  that  they  used  “  demons*^  for.  dis¬ 
eases,*^  by  way  of  accommodation  ;  and  that  the  doctrine  of  **  real 
possessions**  is  inconsistent  with  other  doctrines  taught  in  the  Tes¬ 
tament. 

In  reference  to  the  first  position,  that  the  symptoms  of  demoni¬ 
acs  were  like  those  of  epilepsy,  hypochondria,  and  insanity,  I  am  ren] 
dy  to  admit  that  some  of  their  appearances  were  the  same.  But  this 
does  not  establish  their  point.  For,  before  this  argument  can  be  al- 
ledged  as  valid,  it  is  necessary  to  show  that  demoniacs  exhibited  no¬ 
thing  different  from  the  appearances  of  the  diseases  above  mentioned. 
But  this  has  not  yet  been  proved.  Nay,  I  expect  to  show,  in  the 
progress  of  this  discussioik  thal  demoniacs  gave  proof  of  something 
entirely  incompatible  witn  the  mere  existence  of  epilepsy,  hypo¬ 
chondria,  or  insanity.  « 

I  will,  however,  advert  to  the  most  prominent  cases,  which  are 
brought  forward  to  show  that  the  symptoms  in  the  one  case  are  like 
those  in  the  other.  It  is  said,  that  the  man,  mentioned  in  Mark  v. 
2,  and  Luke  viii.  27,  as  possessed  with  demons  ;  as  residing  in  the 
tombs ;  as  being  boisterous,  unmanageable,  and  terrible  to  travel¬ 
lers  ;  was  evidently  a  deranged  person.  He  was  impressed  with  the 
wild  notion,  that  a  legion  of  demons  had  taken  up  their  retideiice  in 
his  bosom.  The  great  power  which  he  showed  in  breaking  the  . 
chains,  with  which  they  attempted  to  bind  him,  is  just  wkatnm  see  in 
deranged  persons,  whose  strength  is  greatly  increased  by  their  mala¬ 
dy  !  His  address  to  Jesus,  as  the  Son  of  God,  is  accounted  for,  oo, 
the  supposition,  that,  in  some  of  bis  lucid  intervals,  he  had  heard 
enough  of  Jesus  to  believe  that  he  was  the  Messiah  I  The  petitkm, 
VoL.  II.  39 
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that  Jesas  would  not  torment  him  before  the  time,  and  that  the  de¬ 
mons  might  go  into  the  herd  of  swiije,  was  evident  proof  of  his  in¬ 
sanity!  !  '  Besides,  the  demons  did  not  go  into  the  swine — the  mad 
man  himself  ran  after  them  and  frightened  them  into  the  sea  i ! ! 

It  will,  perhaps,  be  thought  invidious  to  ask  questions  concerniQjir 
this  mad  man.  But,  it  is  possible  that  some  might  wish  to  kuovr  what 
froof  there  is,  that  this  person,  who « was  always  in  the  mountaios,  or 
in  the  tombs ;  cutting  himself  with  stones,  and  attacking  travellers. 
had  such  lucid  interops  as  are  mentioned?  How  happened  he  to  get 
more  knowledge  of  Jesus  than  those  of  his  countrymen^  who  had  al^ 
ways  enjoyed  their  reason  ?  And  hOw  could  he  drive  two  thousand 
sTSfine  all  in  the  same  direction^  when  they  were  frightened  almost  to 
insanity  1  How  came  it  to  pass,  that  the  blame  was  laid  on  Jesus  for 
destroying  the  swine,  when  the  keepers  themselves  saw  the  mad  man 
do  the  mischief?  And  why  was  Jesus  requested,  by  the  whole  city, 
to  leave  the  place,  while  nothing  was  done  to  confine  the  maniac  ? 

This  scheme,  I  think,  is  not  quite  so  perfect  as  it  might  be.  It  is 
rational  enough  to  suppose,  that  the  disease  of  this  man  fell  suddenly 
upon  two  thousand  hogs  ;  and  that  all  of  them  were  taken  with  jUs^ 
either  of  the  epilepsy,  or  hypochondria,  or  insanity,  and  fell  into  the 
water! ! !  I  apprehend,  that  this  Gadarene  demoniac  is  no  benefit 
to  the  scheme  that  he  is  brought  to  support ;  and  that  he  does  by  it 
not  much  better  than  he  TJtas  supposed  to  have  done  by  the  hogs ! 

The  next  cases  produced  are  the  dumb  man  mentioned  in  Matthew 
ix.  32,  and  the  blind  and  dumb  man  in  Matthew  xii.  22,  and  Luke  xi. 
14.  But  I  ask,  is  It  customary  for  insanity,  or  melancholy,  or  epi¬ 
lepsy  to  deprive  persons  of  speech  or  of  sight  ?  Where j  then^Js  the 
proof  that  these  men  were  afflicted  by  either  of  the  diseases  sup¬ 
posed  ?  There  is  no  intimation  that  either  of  them  was  deaf  and 
dumb’’  or  bom  blind  nor  that  disease  had  deprived  them  of 
their  organs.  For  aught  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  they  were  en¬ 
joying  bodily  health.  A  demon  is  represented  as  interrupting  the 
organs  of  speech  and  of  vision.  And  those,  who  bring  forward  these 
men  in  opposition  to  real  possessions,  are  guilty  of  begging  the  ques¬ 
tion,  and  of  assuming  as  true  what  they  are  bound  to  prove. 

The  next  case  is  that  of  the  youth',  mentioned  in  Matthew  xvii.  15, 
and  Luke  ix.  38,  who  is  called  a  Lunatic ;  who  was  seized  and  tom 
by  an  evil  spirit,  falling  into  the  fire  and  into  the  water,  gnashing  his 
t^th,  and  foaming  at  the  mouth.  This  person  was  su^ect  to  epi¬ 
leptic  fits  i 

1  admit,  that  there  is  more  similarity  between  the  symptoms  of 
this  person  and  those  of  an  epileptic  than  there  is  in  any  other  case 
in  the  New  Testament.  But  still  it  is  not  proper  to  affirm  that  it 
was  an  instance  of  epilepsy  alone.  For  this  is  assuming  the  point  to 
be  proved.  The  scriptures  say  that  the  distress  of  this  man  was  oc¬ 
casioned  by  a  demon.  And  those  that  deny  it  are  bound  to  prove  that 
nothing  but  the  epilepsy  could  produce  such  symptoms.  There  may 
be  some  symptoms  of  a  demoniac  like  those  .of  an  epileptic ;  and 
yet  the  causes  of  their  distress  be  entirely  dissimilar.  A  drttnkard 
may  appear  like  an  idiot  ;  and  yet  the  causes  of  the  appearances  in 
the  two  cases  are  diflerent  But  leaving  the  first  position  of  those, 
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•  who  oppose  real  possessions^!  proceed  to  consider  the  next ;  that 
Christ  and  his  apostles  have  given  intimations,  that  they  regarded  de- 
moniats  as  dutaeed  people.  Where  ?  Point  us  to  the  passages.  It 
is  alleged,  in  proof  of  it,  that  the  evangelists  introduce  demoni¬ 
acs  among  sick  people,  as  o\Beparate  elate  of  tick.**  This  needs 
proof.  Again  it  is  sai<jl,  they  comprehend  demoniacs  under  the 
head  of  diseased  persoiis,  without  expressly  mentioning  them.’*  How 
happened  to  know ^  then ^  that  the  evangelittt  meant  demoniact  it 
they  are  not  exprestly  inentioned  ?  It  is  said,  that  **  the  writers  of 
the  New  'Testament  did  not  consider  that  there  was  any  thing 
eiently peculiar^  in  the^tiase  of  demoniacs,  that  rendered  it  necessary 
always  to  chontion  th^m.” 

But  I  appeal  to  the  writers  themselves  to  show  that  they  uniformly 
make  a  dittinction  between  the  two.  Matt.  iv.  24.  **  And  they 

brought  unto  him  all  the  tick  people  that  were  taken  with  diseases 
and  torments,  and  ihote  that  were  possessed  with  demons,  and  those 
that  were  lunatic,  and  those  that  had  the  palsy.”  Matt.  x.  8.  **  Heal 
the  tick ;  cleanse  the  lepers ;  raise  the  dead ;  cast  out  demont.** 
Mark  i.  32.^  They  brought  unto  him  all  that  were  diteated^  and 
them  that  were  potsetted  with  demont.**  Luke  ix.  1.  **  And  he  gave 
them  power  and  authority  over  all  demont^  and  to  cure  diteatet.**  It 
will  be  seen,  by  recurring  to  other  passages,  that  Jesus  and  his  apos¬ 
tles  uniformly  represent  demoniacs  and  diseased  persons  as  different. 

It  is  further  said  that  the  word  demon  is  used  tropically  for  die-^ 
eatCj  as  Bacchut  is  pi#  for  wine^  and  Ceret  for  corn ;  and  that  Christ 
and  his  disciples  msMe  use  of  language  very  much  as  physicians  now* 
do,  when  they  speak  of  the  night-mare,  and  St.  Anthony’s  fire,  al¬ 
though  the  causes  of  these  diseases  are  well  known.” 

But  1  object  to  such  an  abuse  of  plain  scripture  history.  It  makes 
Jesus  ^d  his  apostles  little  better  than  vain  empyrics — mysterious 
quacks.  It  represents  them  as  impoting  upon  mankind  to  advance 
their  credit. 

Could  it  be  consistent  with  the  simplicity  and  integrity  of  our  Sav¬ 
iour  to  speak  to  demons  ;  to  command,  to  threaten,  and  to  rebuke 
them  ;  and  to  represent  them  at  knowing  him ;  if  it  were  all  a  delu¬ 
sion?  What  are  we  to  make  of  the  language  put  into  the  mouth  of 
the  demons,  if  we  deny  real  possessions  ?  “  Thou  Jesus  of  Naza¬ 
reth,  art  thou  come  hither  to  torment  us  before  the  time  ?”  We 
know  thee,  who  thou  art,  the  Holy  One  of  God.”  “Jesus,  thou- 
Son  of  God  Most  High,  I  adjure  thee  that  thou  torment  me  not.”* 
“  And  all  the  demons  besought  him,  saying,  “  Send  us  into  the  herd 
of  swine.”  Besides,  what  did  Jesus  mean  when  he  “  eommandeff 
the  demons  not  to  speak,  because  they  knew  that  he  was  the  Messi¬ 
ah  !”  It  is  perfectly  ridiculous  and  absurd  to  attribute  these  things  to 
insanity,  to  epilepsy,  or  hypochondria.  And  if  it  were  possible  for 
the  opposers  of  real  possessiotts  to  maintain  their  argument,  it  would 
put  Christ  himself  into  the  pUgbt  of  w  maniac — it  would  represent 
him  os  commanding  the  ravinge^of  intanity^  the  rereWet  ofkypochan* 
arto,  and  the  fitt  of  epilepsy .  not  to  make  him  fatown,  because  they 
knew  that  he  wqt  Christ  U 
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Nor  will  it  be  possible  to  escape  this  dilemma  by  representing  Je» 
8QS  as  commanding  the  detnoniacs^  and  not  the  demons  in  them  ;  for 
the  narratives  will  not  allow  of.it.  It  would  represent  insane^  epi- 
leptical,  and  melancholy  people  as  being  .more  wise^  intelligent  and 
correct  than  those  who  had  always  enjoyed  soundness  of  mind^  healthy 
and  spirits  ! 

I  confess  that  I  do  not  discover  many  intimations”  that  Jesus  and 
his  apostles  used  the  words  demons,  demoniacs,  and  possessions,  by 
way  of  accommodation  to  the  superstitions  of  the  age,  while  they 
meant  to  speak  only  of  diseases  and  sick  people.  But  1  do  behold 
intimations  of  a  very  different  import.  And  1  cannot  see  how  we, 
can  free  Christ  and  his  disciples  from  the  charge  oi disingenuousness ^ 
unless  we  suppose  that  they  believed'in  real  possessions  by  demons, 

1  proceed  to  the  third  great  point  which  is  alledged  in  opposition 
to  the  doctrine  oi  real  possessions  :  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  other 
doctrines  iaugkl  in  the  New  Testament, 

Say  they,  Jesus  and  his  apostles  teach  us  that  all  things^  even  the 
most  minute  events,  are  under  the  control  of  God  ;  therefore,  they 
could  not  for  a  moment  suppose,  that  so  great  miseries  were  inflict¬ 
ed  by  demons,  or  that  God  would  be  accessary  to  such  tvils^  in  such 
a  way.  As  though  all  things  could  not  be  under  the  direction  of  God 
as  truly^  when  he  permits  demons  to  afflict  men,  as  when  he  suffers 
diseases  to  attack  them !  But  the  abettors  of  this  scheme  must  admit 
that  it  did  consist  with  the  character  of  God  to  permit  men  to  be  af¬ 
flicted  with  the  evils  in  question  ;  and,  on  tbeiltown  principles,  that 
he  was  accessary  to  them.  And  how  does  it  ap^ar  more  inconsist¬ 
ent  with  his  character  to  bring  the^  evils  by  the  agency  of  demons, 
than  by  malignant  diseases?  The  miseries  are  the  same,  on  either 
supposition^ 

It  is  well  known,  that  wicked  men  are  permitted  to  bring  ei^s  up<^ 
on  the  human  family,  and  even  those  of  the  most  distressing  kind. 
This  is  witnessed  every  day  of  our  life.  What  then  should  forbid 
hts  suffering  mcAusd  spirits  to  do  it  ?  Should  it  be  said,  that,  as  they 
are  of  a  different  order  of  beings,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  they 
should  interfere  with  the  affairs  of  men  ?  I  answer  that  this  requires 
proof.  But,  should  it  be  said,  that,  as  demons  are  of  great  power 
and  rage^  the  goodness  of  God  forbids  that  they  should  vent  their 
spite  agaiost  the  human  family  ?  I  ask,  why  then  does  not  bis  good¬ 
ness  forbid  that  wild  beasts  of  great  power  and  rage,  should  vent 
their  spite  upon  them  ? 

Again  it  is  that  wicked  spirits  are  kept  in  custody,  and  reserv¬ 

ed  in  chains  under,  darkness  to  the  judgment ;  and  that  this  cannot 
he  reconciled  with  the  notion  that  they  are  roving  about  and  doing 
loischief,*  .  Bui,  cannot  an  evil  spirit  he  in  custody,  while  he  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  accomplish  some  purppsqofQod  ?  Because  the  tenaots  of 
a  state- prison  have  so  much  liherly^  as  to  work  for  the  govemmentf 
are  they  of  course  liberated  from  confinement?  And  though  Satan 
bad  length  of  chain  enough  to  scale  the  walls  of  paradise,”  and 

ftow  sedHton  ”  was  be  not  still  io  cqstody  ?  Why,  then,  may  not 
demon8|.hi8  subjects  and  servants,  have  equal  length  of  chain,  and. 
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exert  an  influence  upon  mankind,  though  they  are  reaerred  in  cui* 
tody  unto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day  ? 

Again  it  is  said,  that  Christ  no  where  denies  that  the  evils  ia 
question  are  the  result  ofdiseases.’’  I  admit  the  fact,  but  deny  the 
inference  that  they  would  draw  from  it.  There  was  no  occasion  for 
denying  it.  There  were  none,  in  our  Lord’s  time,  that  had  made 
such  wonderful  discoveries^  as  have  the  philosophers  of  the  18th  and 
19th  centuries ;  that  the  sufie rings  of  demoniacs  were  occasioned 
by  epilepsy,  hypochondria,  and  insanity  ! 

Christ,  however,  has  said  enough  io  show,  that  he  believed  in 
real  fjssessions;  so  that  he  has ’implicitly  denied  the  opposite  opin- 
on.  /  So  much  it  seemed  requisite  to  say  concerning  these  whis* 
pers  of  fancy,”  YOD. 


,  \  '  FROM  THE  UTICA  CHRISTIAN  REPOSITORY. 

A  CHARGE  ADDRESSED  TO  A  PASTOR  ELECT,  AT  HIS 

ORDINATION. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  the  presence  of  Ood  the  Father  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  before  angels  and  men,  you  are  this  day  invested  and  charged 
with  the  office  of  a  Christian  minister.  To  you,  in  this  office,  are 
now  committed  the  rich  treasures  of  divine  troth,  grace  and  glory, 
in  the  gospel  of  Christ  Jesus.  By  the  choice  of  this  church,  and 
your  own  consent,  with  the  sanction  of  this  council,  and  the  re* 
ligious  solemnities  of  the  present  occasion,  you  are  bound  to  be, 
especially,  the  servant  of  this  church  and  people,  in  the  duties  and 
labors  of  your  office.  Your  spirit  ought  to  be  stirred  within  you,, 
and  your  heart  to  be  deeply  moved,  in  view  of  the  bonds  by  which 
you  are  bound  to  serve, God  and  his  church,  and  the  people  of  your 
charge.  We  believe  that  you  are  so  affected  ;  and  that  you  are, 
therefore,  prepared  and  desirous  to  receive  the  exhortation,  which 
I  am  appointed  by  this  council  to  give  you  in  their  name.  The 
service  assigned  me  would,  indeed,  tar  better  become  such  an  one 
as  Paul  the  aged,”  than  your  brother  who  now  addresses  yon.  But 
in  respect  to  interest  and  affection  for  you  and  the  people  of  your 
charge,  no  one  could  with  greater  propriety,  attempt  this  service,, 
and  be  appointed  to  urge  upon  you  the  faithful  and  patient  perform* 
ance  of  your  solemn  duties. 

The  first  and  supreme  object  of  attention  and  affection,  to  all  ra¬ 
tional  beings,  must  forever  be  the  eternal  and  self-existent  Jeho¬ 
vah.  If  you  would  serve  and  please  God,  in  the  office  he  this  day 
assigns  you  in  his  holy  kingdom,  you  must  constantly  give  him  the 
first  place  in  your  sentiments,  affections,  interests,  exertions  and 
enjoyments.  It  is  of  the  highest  importance,  that  you  should,  as  a 
preacher  and  teacher  of  divine  truth,  set  God  always  before  you 
and  before  your  hearers.  The  true  knowledge  of  God,  of  his  ex¬ 
istence,  the  attributes  of  bis  nature,  the  perfections  of  his  character, 
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the  purposes  of  his  will,  his  soTereigo  offices,  his  universal  agency, 
and  most  glorious  blessedness,  will  give  light  and  strength,  beauty 
and  glory  to  your  ministry.  Your  views  of  every  doctrine  and 
duty  of  religion,  and  of  every  creature,  object  and  event,  will  be 
assentially  ^ected  by  your  sentiments  respecting  God,  who  is  the 
creator,  preserver,  governor  and  proprietor  of  all  things.  His 
moral  perfection,  which  consists  in  his  impartial,  universal  and  dis¬ 
interested  benevolence,  is  the  foundation  of  his  eternal  decrees  ; 
which  are  the  foundation  of  all  his  conduct  and  happiness,  and  of 
whatever  exists  in  the  coated  universe.  The  perfection 
of  his  character,  decrees  and  conduct,  is  the  foundation  of 
the  affection  and  confidence,  the  submission  and  obedience,  which 
God  demands  and  deserves  from  his  rational  creatures.  And  their 
perfection  is  also  the  foundation  of  the  decisions  of  the  final  judg¬ 
ment  and  the  retributions  of  eternity,  which  are  designed  to  man¬ 
ifest,  as  fully  and  clearly  as  possible,  the  greatness  and  goodness  of 
God  forever.  Since  God  is,  from  the  very  perfections  of  his  char¬ 
acter,  influenced  by  the  greatest,  wisest  and  best  motives  in  his  de¬ 
crees  and  conduct,  he  must  have  a  supreme  regard  to  his  own  holi¬ 
ness  and  happiness  in  his liffections,  designs  and  works.  And  he  will 
be  known  and  blessed,  exalted  and  glorified  in  respect  to  every 
creature  and  every  event,  that  ever  exists.  Nothing,  therefore, 
but  the  true  knowledge  of  God  can  afford  his  creatures  any  real 
light  in  respect  to  any  object  in  the  universe.  If,  then,  you  would 
be  a  burning  and  shining  light,”  it  must  be  your  constant  object 
to  acquire  and  exhibit  the  true  knowledge  of  God,  as  he  manifests 
himself  in  the  accomplishment  of  his  great  decrees,  by  the  wonders 
of  creation,  providence  and  redemption. 

Correct  and  thorough  views  of  God  will  assist  and  enable  you  to 
understand  the  volume  of  divine. truth,  and  the  whole  system  of 
revealed  religion.  The  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is,  the  glorious 
gospel  of  the  blessed  God,”  and  is  intended  to  manifest  bis  man¬ 
ifold  wisdom,”  **  the  exceeding  greatness  of  his  power,”  the 
riches  of  his  glory  ;”  and  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace.^’ 
The  gospel  will  be  understood  and  regarded  by  every  person  in 
exact  agreement  with  his  sentiments  and  affections  in  respect  to 
God.  If  you,  dear  sir,  do  not  involve  yourself  in  ignorance  and 
error  respecting  God  and.the  fundament^  principles  of  natural  re¬ 
ligion,  you  will  easily  understand  the  fundamental  principles  of 
revealed  religion.  And  with  these  fundamental  principles  perfect¬ 
ly  agrees  every  article  of  natural  and  revealed  religion  and  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  every  creature  and  event  in  the  universe.  Neither  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  which  is  in  its  greatest  extent,  the  founda¬ 
tion,  essence,  and  glory  of  revealed  religion,  nor  the  doctrine  of 
the  union  of  divinity  and  humanity  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ  i 
nor  of  the  divinity,  personality,  and  influence  of  the  Holy  Sptrk  ; 
nor  any  other  doctrine,  which  the  orthodox  believe  and  dectbre 
to  be  contained  in  the  Bible,  is  more  mysterious  or  incomprehen¬ 
sible  than  the  eternal  self-existence  of  God,  or  his  creation  of  all 
things  from  nothing.  The  doctrines  of  total  depravity,  election, 
atonement,  justification,  sanctification,  reprobation,  and  endless 
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puDishmeDt,  which »  as  fundamental  doctrines  of  revealed  religioD| 
are  no  more  obscure  nor  doubtful,  offensive  nor  objectionable,  than 
the  inflexible  holiness  and  absolute  sovereignty  of  God.  And  hia 
holiness  and  sovereignty  are  as  evident  as  bis  existence  ;  and  as 
glorious  and  beautiful  as  his  greatness  and  goodness.  And  they  are 
the  safety,  glory,  and  happiness  of  the  universe.  Let  God  be  truly 
known  and  loved  in  his  holy  sovereignty,  and  every  article  of  nat* 
ural  religion,  and  every  article  of  revealed  orthodoxy  will  also 
be  understood,  believed  and  loved.  The  whole  system  of  natural 
and  revealed  religion  agrees  and  will  forever  agree  with  the  truth 
in  respect  to  God.  The  student  and  teacher  of  theology  must,  in 
his  progress,  learn  and  teach  the  whole  length  aqd  breadth,  height 
and  depth”  of  orthodoxy  ;  or  he  must  adopt  the  creed  of  the  fool^s 
heart,  and  say,  there  is  no  God.”  So  long  as  God  lives  and 
reigns  in^eaven,  and  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory,”  it  is 
utterly  impossible  for  earth  and  hell,  by  fraud  or  force,  by  open 
war,  or  secret  plots,  to  destroy  or  obstruct  the  high-toned  orthodoxy 
of  Moses  and  the  prophets,  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  apostles.  From 
disaffection  and  enmity,  ignorance  and  error,  in  respect  to  God, 
arise  all  the  delusions,  heresies,  and  errors,  which  ever  exist  on 
the  face  of  the  earth. 

Thorough  and  correct  views  of  God  give  light  and  weight  to  the 
precept  and  penalty  of  the  divine  law  ;  and  to  every  institution 
and  requirement,  every  promise  and  threatening,  every  blessing  and 
curse  of  the  gospel.  And  they  spread  light,  beauty  and  glory  over 
all  the  works  of  creation,  providence,  and  redemption.  But  you 
cannot  place  a  single  creature,  object,  or  event,  in  its  true* and  pro¬ 
per  light,  unless  it  be  seen  in  view  of  God.  Let  God  be  unseen 
and  unknown,  and  darkness,  confusion  and  vanity,  are  enstamped 
upon  whatever  exists.  If,  then,  you  would  be  an  instructive,  con¬ 
sistent,  powerful  teacher  of  divine  truth,  follow  the  example  of 
Moses,  who  said,  I  will  publish  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  the 
prophets,  by  whom  God  so  often  says,  ‘‘  And  they  shall  know,  that 
1  am  the  Lord  — of  Jesus  Christ,  who  said  unto  the  Father,  1 
have  declared  thy  name  and  will  declare  it and  of  the  apostle,  who 
said  to  his  hearers  respecting  God,  whom  ye  ignorantly  worship, 
him  declare  1  unto  yoti.”  The  angel  who  flies  m  the  midst  of 
heaven,  having  the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  mto  them  that 
dwell  on  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  people,  and 
tongue,  says  with  a  loud  voice,  Fear  God,  and  give  glory  to  him, 
for  the  hour  of  his  judgment  is  come  :  and  worship  him,  that  made 
heaven  and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  the  fountains  of  waters.”  The 
gospel,  that  shall  yet  prevail  and  triumph  among  all  nations,  agrees 
with  the  fundamental  principles  of  natural  religion  ;  the  gospel^ 
which  shall  cause  earth  to  repent,  and  hell  to  despair,  begins  and 
ends  with  God.  Let  the  true  knowledge  of  God,  then,  lead,  guide, 
and  guard  you  in  your  sentiments,  as  a  preacher  and  teacher  of  di¬ 
vine  truth. 

If  you  would  possess  the  true  knowledge  of  God  in  its  purity 
and  power,  and  increase  in  this  knowledge,  be  like  God  in  your 
spirit ;  be  holy  aa  God  is  holy.  In  the  exercise  of  holy  affectioDa 
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yon  will,  in  yonr  heart,  enter  into  the  yiews  and  feelings,  the  de¬ 
signs,  exertions  and  enjoyments  of  Ood  himself.  He  that  is 
spiritual,  Judgeth  all  things. In  the  spirit  of  holy  love,  which 
forms  the  moral  perfection  and  beauty  of  the  divine  character,  and 
sanctifies  and  glorifies  all  the  perfections,  designs,  and  works  of  God, 
you  will  walk  with  God,  and  then  God  will  walk  with  you  :  you 
will  dwell  in  God,  and  God  will  dwell  in  you.  Then  in  his  light  you 
will  see  light  ;  you  will  be  strong  in  bis  strength  ;  you  will  be 
wise  in  his  wisdom,  and  happy  in  his  blessedness.  The  spirit  of 
holy  love  agrees  with  the  whole  system  of  divine  truth,  and  with 
the  whole  counsel  and  conduct  of  God,  in  all  his  works  and  ways. 
This  spirit  will  ^ive  you  clearness  and  decision,  confidence  and 
firmness,  in  your  religious  sentiments.  It  will  give  you  light -in 
darkness,  atid  strength  in  weakness,  and  anoint  with  the  oil  of  glad¬ 
ness  in  your  afidictions  and  sorrows.  The  spirit  of  holy^love  will 
prepare  you,  with  discernment,  energy  and  affection,  to  penetrate 
the  very  spirit  of  your  hearers,  whether  they  be  saints  or  sinners. 
It  will  sympathize  with  the  afidicted,  tried  and  feeble  children  of 
God  in  their  afidictions,  temptations,  conflicts,  comforts,  hopes  and 
joys.  And  it  will  enable  you  to  exhibit  the  sinfulness,  folly,  deceit, 
guilt  and  shame  of  sinners  in  the  perfect  light  of  holiness.  And  in  this 
light  they  will  see  and  know,  that  they  must  repent  and  turn  to  God, 
and  be  like  him  ;  or  be  condemned  by  their  own  conduct  and  their 
own  consciences,  as  well  as  by  the  law  and  gospel  of  God,  to  en¬ 
dure  the  eternal  abhorrence  of  all  holy  beings,  and  the  endless 
punishment,  anguish  and  despair  of  hell.  If  we  take  the  sword  of 
the  Spirit,  without  an  unction  from  the  Holy  One,’’  it  will  be  to 
our  own  souls  the  instrument  of  death  .;  it  will  wound  the  church 
of  dod^  and  frighten  and, drive  sinners  from  the  pleasant  path  to 
heaven.  The  knowledge  of  divine  truth  ought,  especially,  in  the 
ministllFs  of  the  gospel,  to  be  eminently  sanctified  by  the  spirit  of 
holincii.  Benevolence,  without  orthodoxy,  in  the  teachers  of  di¬ 
vine  troth,  is,  indeed,  pitiable  weakness.  But  orthodoxy,  without 
4)enevolence,  is  the  most  offensive  wickedness.  The  union  of  or¬ 
thodoxy  and  benevolence  is  the  virtue  and  strength  of  the  Christian 
ministry.  While,  then,  dear  sir,  it  is  your  constant  object  to  speak 
the  truth,  let  no  less  your  object  to  speak  the  truth  in  love. 

In  your  mMstry,  let  it  be  your  object  not  only  to  possess  and 
exhibit  correct  sentiments  with  holy  affections  ;  but,  in  tbe  exer¬ 
cise  of  such  affections,  to  exhibit  such  sentiments  in  their  proper 
connexion,  attitude,  and  order  ;  and  for  this  purpose,  study,  com¬ 
pose,  and  preach  sermons.  The  number  of  professed  preachers 
in  our  day  rapidly  increases  ;  but  the  number  of  real  teachers  of 
divine  truth,  does  not  so  rapidly  increase.  We  hear  many  speech¬ 
es  on  religious  subjects,  and  religious  occasions  ;  but  **  Where  is 
the  Lord  God  of  Elijah  A  sermon  is  not  an  essay,  nor  an  ad¬ 
dress,  nor  an  oration,  nor  an  exhortation,  nor  an  exposition,  nor  a 
declamation,  however  impassioned  and  eloquent.  If  you  would 
preach  sermons,  have  an  important  and  definite  object  in  your  dis¬ 
courses.  To  gain  your  object,  have  a  subject  equally  definite  and 
Important.  To  exhibit  your  subject,  let  it  be  plainly  and  simply 
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Stated  ;  fully  and  distinctly  explained  ;  and  then  prove<^^  and  en* 
forced,  by  weighty,  obvious,  and  decisive  reasons  and  ar^oieDts. 
Then  in  the  improvement  and  application  of  your  subject,  your 
exhortations,  entreaties,  warnings,  reproofs,  and  cautions,  will  fall 
and  press  upon  the  atieniion,  the  consciences,  the  interests,  and 
affections  of  your  hearers,  with  the  weight  and  power  of  a  full  and 
heavy  torrent.  The  sentiments,  which  are  properly  illustrated  in 
sermons,  have,  from  their  attitude  and  order,  an  intimate  connex¬ 
ion  with  the  whole  system  of  divine  truth,  with  the  whole  system 
of  created  existence,  and  with  all  the  fulness  of  God.’*  The 
sentin^ents  of  sermons,  properly  illustrated  and  applied,  will  cause 
the  hearers  to  see  and  feel,  that  if  they  only  submit  to  divine  truth, 
they  will  gain  and  enjoy  the  universe  ;  and  that,  if  they  oppose 
divine  truth,  they  will  fall  under  its  dreadful  weight  and  be  opposed, 
punished  and  tormented  by  all  things  forever  and  ever.  While, 
then,  you  study  and  labor  to  be,  in  your  ministry,  correct  and 
thorough  in  sentiment,  and  holy  in  your  spirit  and  affections,  let  it 
also  be  your  care  and  study,  in  respect  to  the  method  and  manage^ 
meat  of  your  discourses,  to  be  a  scientific,  rational,  and  instructive 
preacher. 

If,  with  correct  sentiments  and  proper  affections  you  .study  and 
compose  sermon's,  you  will  see  and  feel,  that  the  Lord’s  day  and  the 
house  of  God,  are,  especially,  the  time  and  the  place  for  you  to 
bring  your  people  before  God  by  the  light  of  truth  ;  and  by  the 
same  light  to  place  God  before  your  people.  And  if  you  would  do 
your  duty  to  God  and  man,  you  must  make  the  Sabbath  a  high  day ; 
— a  holy  and  blessed  day.  Be  what  you  ought  on  the  Sabbath  and 
in  your  pulpit  ;  and  you  will  establish  and  maintain  a  proper  repu¬ 
tation  and  influence  with^our  people.  And  then  you  will  easily  be 
and  do  what  you  ought,  in  all  the  concerns  of  your  office,  But  in 
order  to  be  what  you  ought  on  the  Sabbath  and  iu  the  pulpit|  your 
study  must  be  your^ortress. — There  meditate  on  divine  subjects  and 
divine  objects.  There  study  the  holy  scriptures  with  diligence, 
reverence,  and  humility.  There  watch,  search,  and  know  your^own 
heart.  There  consider  and  realize  the  character,  condition,  inter¬ 
ests  and  necessities  of  your  people,.  There  exten^our  views  and 
feelings  over  the  whole  church  of  There  i^ienf  this  #orld 

as  it  has  been  from  the  mi^rning  of  the  creation  until  the  present 
time  ;  and  by  the  light  of  truth,  view  it,,  as  it  will,  be,  until  the  dis¬ 
solution  of  the  beayens  and  the  earth.  There  keep  sainU  apd  sin- 

Eners,  angels  and  devils,  heaven  and  hell,  judgment  and  eternity^ 
before  your  eyes,  and  on  your  heart.  There  let  God  shipe  in  your 
heart  to  give  the  light  of  the  boowledge  of  his  glory  in  the  fiice  of 
Jesus  Christ  And  there  in  jihankful  praise  and  bombte  pi^yer, 
converse  and  commune  with  God  the  Father  tbroi;^  the  Lord  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  by  the  Holy  Spirit.^ 

To  conclude:  In  your  intercourse  with 
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we  now  beseeclK  exhort,  and  charge  you#  dear  sir,  before  God,  and 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  holy  angels,  to  act  for  God  ;  and 
from  love  to  God  and  man.  Then  in  all  things  God  will  be  with  ^ou, 
and  act  for  you  ;  and  all  things  shall  be  yours.  For  of  God,  and 
through  him,  and  to  him,  are  all  things  ;  to  whom  be  glory  in  the 
church  by  Christ  Jesus,  throughout  all  ages,  world  without  end. 
Amen.  •  W.  T. 

FROM  THE  UTICA  CHRISTIAN  REPOSITORY. 

THE  PILGRIM’S  PROGRESS  IN  THE  NINETEENTH  CEN¬ 
TURY.— BY  BUNYANUS. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

Then  said  the  Interpreter,  I  will  show  you  one  thing  more.  St 
he  took  them  to  a  prison,  and  showed  them  a  prisoner  who  had  been 
sentenced  to  solitary  confinement  at  liard  labour  for  a  certain  time, 
which  was  specified  in  the  law,  which  time  had  now  expired.  And 
as  the  keeper  of  the  prison  came  to  the  door,  the  prisoner  called  to 
him,  and  said,  my  time  is  out — 1  have  snflered  all  the  punishment 
which  the  law  required — I  demand  my  discharge.  So  the  keeper 
unlocked  the  door,  and  set  him  at  liberty. 

Then  said  the  pilgrims,  what  meansthis  ? 

In.  Do  you  understand  the  ground  on  which  this  man  was  dis¬ 
charged  ?  Was  it  on  the  ground  of  justice,  or  on  the  ground  of  mer- 
cy  ? 

Th..  I  think  1  understand  it.  It  was  on  the  ground  that  he  had  suf¬ 
fered  all  the  punishment  which  the  law  required.  He  was  dischar¬ 
ged  on  the  ground  of  justice^  I  see  no^merlby  in  the  case. 

In.  Did  he  ask  his  discharge  of  the  keeper  as  a  favor,  or  thank 
the  keeper  for  granting  it  ? 

Th.  No  ;  he  demanded  it  as  his  right. '  He  gave  no  thanks. 

>In.  Could  the  keeper  have  retained  him  any  longer  without  being 
guilty  of  injustice  ? 

771.  No ;  for  having  suffered  all  that  the  law  required,  if  the 
keeper  bad  rained  him  longer,  it  would  have  been  the  same  as 
punishing  one  who  bad  committed  no  offence. 

In.  The  infliction  of  Suffering  upon  one  who  has  committed  no 
offence  would  not  be  true  and  proper  punishment.  It  would  be  an 
act  of  oppression,  however,  to  have  detained  the  prisoner  any  long¬ 
er  against  his  will.  But  did  the  keeper  say  any  thing  about  pardon,? 

7%.  No  ;  there  was  no  pardon  in  the  case. 

Iti.  No ;  there  was  not.  Pardon,  or  forgiveness,  is  the  remission 
of  a  punishment  which  the  law  has  denounced.  But  where  that 
punishment  is  fully  inflicted,  there  is  nothing- remitted  ;  and  of  course 
there  is  no  pardon  or  forgiveness  in  the  case. 

Th.  What  is  the  application  of  this  ? 

In.  It  shows  the  a^urdi^  of  what  some  teach  that  men  suffer 
^  the  punishment  tfieh*  4iiir  deserve,  either  before  or  aftqr  death; 
ydt  are  folr^tk^,  ot  tn^e  the*  subject  of!  inercy.  If 

(he^dd^  of  Thd^ddishh^ehP Which  tb^^fat^lteDOunceli 
tor  their  sins,  they  are  not  saved  *1)y  Christ— they  are  ndf  Subjects 
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of  mercy— they  have  nothing  forgiven  them — they  are  not  treat¬ 
ed  with  grace— they  have  no  occasion  to  ask  for  their  discharge  as 
a  favor — they  may  demand  it  as  their  right — thei^  discharge  is  an 
act  of  justice — they  have  no  thanks  to  give  tor  it. 

This  transaction  also  shows  the  absurdity  of  what  some  teach; 
that  the  sins  of  men  were  punished  in  the  person  of  Christ,  and  yet 
are  forgiven.  The  same  sin  cannot  be  both  fully 
freely  pardoned,  or  forgiven.  Forgiveness  is  the 
punishment  which  might  justly  he  inflicted*  But  l^nil^^Doot  be 
justly  punished  twice  over.  Therefore,  if  the  sins  of  men  had  * 
been  punished  in  the  person  of  Christ,  they  couldnot  be  justly  pun¬ 
ished  again  in  them  ;  and  consequently,  they  must  be  discharged  on 
the  ground  of  justice.  They  might  be 'under  great  oblations  to 
him  for  sufiering  their  punishment  lor  them,  and  to  the  Father  for 
giving  his  Son  to  do  this  :  but  they  could  be  under  no  obligations  to 
him  for  their  discharge  itself,  after  this  was  done.  Their  discharge 
codd  not  be  an  act  of  grace — it  could  not  be  a  pardon — it  could  not 
with  propriety  be  asked  as  a  favor,  but  challenged  as  a  right — and  no 
thanki  need  be  rendered  for  merely  granting  what  is  justly  due. 

To  be  continued 

AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Speech  of  Isaac  C.  Batcs,  Esq.  of  J^orthampton^  Afoss.,  on  eeconding 
the  Resolution  of  Thanks  to  the  President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
Society. 

I  rise  to  second  the  motion  of  the  Reverend  Gentleman  from 
Princeton.'i' And  familiar  as  I  have  been  with  the  business  of  an 
inconsiderable  branch  of  this  Society,  and  accustomed  as  1  have 
^been  to,  contemplate  the  parent  institution  with  gratitude  and  with 
veneration,  i  havelo  confess  to  jou,  sir,  that  I  feel  myself  oppress¬ 
ed  by  the  unanticipated  realities  of  the  present  scene.  The  details 
upon  which  I  had  intended  to  dwell,  do  not  rise  to  the  dignUy,  nor 
would  they  sustain  the  interest,  nor  accord  with  the  elevated  feeling 
of  the  occasion.  The  heart  must  bring  hither  its  oflerings,  and  the 
Hihderstauding  its  results^  without  tracing  the  process  by  which  they 
are  prepared  and  evolved. 

Sir,  the  Heathen  are  destitute  of  the  Bible i  and  in  the  few  re¬ 
marks  which  I  design  to  make,  my  position  wRMe,  that  we  ought  to 
send  it  to  them — a  truth  which  (although  I  have  never  heard  any 
man  deny  it)  exerts  a  practical  influence  very  disproportionate  to 
its  magnitude  and  importance.  It  would  be  an* impeachment  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  to  suppose  that  the  heathen  are  to  be  for  ever  shut  out  from 
the  blessings  of  a  divine  revelation  ;  that  the  eye  is  to  be  for  ever 
quenched  to  the  light  that  was  designed  to  light  every  man  thatcom- 
eth  into  the  world  ;  that  the  angel  of  peace  is  never  to  soothe,  nor 
the  voice  of  mercy  to  reach  them  ;  but  that  the  •*  book  of  knowl- 
^ge’^  is  to  be,  to  them  emphatically,  an  universal  blank.*’  And 
it  is  not  a  debateable  question  whether  we  ought  to  send  it  to  them 
it  does  not  come  wiMiin  the  range.where  opinions  may  difier,  where 
they  may  or  can  difier.  A  doubt  here  touches  the  foundation  of  the 
Christian  religion,  and  subverts  the  foundation  of  our  hopes,  of  all 
our  hopes  that  are  better  Uian  a  spider’s  web.  It  sets  man  afloat 
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withoat  chart  or  compass,  sun  or  star,  upon  an  ocean  without  a  limits 
and  upon  a  destiny,  whither !  or  what ! 

Sir,  the  human  mind  needs  a  support.  The  great  masters  of  an¬ 
tiquity,  of  the  Grecian  and  Roman  schools,  sought  it  in  philosophy. 
And  they  brought  to  the  search  a  maturity  and  perfection  of  judg¬ 
ment,  and  a  strength  of  resolution,  and  they  poured  upon  their  way 
ablaze  of Jntellect,  which  none’ can  hope  to  surpass,  and  few  to 
eir  ’search  ended,  as  you  well  know,  in  conjecture 


The  najtmhll^fThe  earth  have  sought  it  in  idolatry.  ^  They  have 
arrayed  soih^objett  with  imaginary  powers  to  sustain  and  to  save 
them,  and  they  have  rested  upon  it,  because  na^nr^s  demanded  it. 
And  we  Durselves,  sir,  seek  the  same  thing  in  ten  thousand  objects  ' 
that  ^tfnstantly  elude  ourgrasp,  and  disappoint  our  hopes.  And  ev¬ 
ery  mdtning  watch,  when  the  mind  is  not  preoccupied,  forces  upon 
us  the  conviction,  that  all  is  not  right  within  ;  that  there  has  been 
an  avulsion  of  the  soul  from  the  stock  to  which  it  belongs,  and  that 
it  must  be  reunited  with  it :  that  its  own'^powers,  imnoortal  as  they 
are,  are  insuificient  to  sustain  it ;  and  it  goes  abroad  like  the  dove 
from  the  band  of  onr  second  progenitor,  and  finds  repose  no  where 
else  but  in  the  ark  of  safety— the  Bible. 

But,  sir,  this  argument,  founded  as  it  is  upon  a  fad  to  which  the 
etperience  of  every  being  of  the  family  of  man  bears  testimony,  and 
inContestihle  as  it  is  therefore,  and  controlling  as  it  ought  to  be,  may 
nevertheless  be  yielded  ;  and  the  appeal  may  be  made  to  (he  patriot 
—to  the  man  who  loves  his  country  and  his  kindred,  and  wbo  loves 
to  see  his  fellow  man,  what  his  Mak^  designed  be  should  be,  the 
master  of  himself.  Let  the  Bible  be  universally  read  and  under* 
stood,  and  it  would  emancipate  the  hum^p  family.  There  is  not  a 
throne  of  despotism  upon  the  earth  that  would  not  tremble  to  its 
foundation.  The  principles  of  the  Bible  a|re  those  of  civile  as  well 
as  of  religious  liberty,  and  they  must  precede  and  prepare  the  way, 
and  lay  the  corner  stone  of  every  edifice  of  haman  happiness,  or  it 
never  will  be  laid. 

I  might  appeal  to  the  mere  moralisi-^io  the  man  who  delights  in 
the  decencies  of  life,  and  the  courtesies  of  refined  society— to  the 
Ciceros  and  Plates— but  to  men  who,  unlike  them,  believe  that  when 
the  curtain  of  death  falls,  it  closes  the  last  scene  of  our  existence, 
falls  alike  upon  the  sool  and  upon  tbe  body,  and  ends  the  light  and 
the  life  of  both.  Let  the  precepts  and  commands  of  the  Bible  be 
received,  respected,  and  obeyed,  and  they  would  give  a  new  char¬ 
acter,— new  features,  and  new  beauty,— to  the  aspect  of  things* 
They  would  give  new  integrity  to  the  intercourse  of  life  ;  new  sta¬ 
bility  to  plighted  faith  ;  new  brightness  to  earthly  hopes  ;  inew  pu¬ 
rity  to  earthly  joys  :  and  waken  strains  of  new  and  unknown  sweet¬ 
ness  atofig  the  face  and  among  the  discordant  spheres  of  our  world. 
They  would  throw  over  it  a  new  arch  of  glory,  and  moisten  it  with 
the  dews,  and  irradiate  and  cheer  It  with  scarcply  less  than  the  light 
of  the  first  morning.  ^ 

But,  sir,  when  the  appeal  comes  to  be  made  to  the  Ckriitian — to 
the  man  who  believes  that  we  shall  survive  J^rgrave,  and  that  the 
character  which  is  formed  shall  ^ndurp  bereafier— the  motive 
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rises  to  a  height,  and  stretches  to  ^  j^qieQ^Hrable  and  in- 

ceivable,  vast  as  that  which  is  denoted  by  eternity,  and  immortality 
with  all  its  joys  and  glorias  brighteipii^  ^nd  hright^pipg  fpr  ever  and 
ever.  Oh!  sir,  if  to  such. men  the  appeal  be  made  in  vain,  it  the 
heart  is  not  warmed  and  the  hand  opened,  were  I  a  clergyman,  1 
lyould.say,  Let  us  exaa^io.n  ourselves.”  If  there  be  a  cause,  in 
which  men  can  engage,  that  can  **  raise  a  mortal  to  the  skies,”  and, 

I  may  add,  too,  (fv  bring  an  angel  down,”  this  is  that 

Sir,  the  Heathen  are  destitute  of  the  Bread  of  Life,^Ml  we^  must 
send  it  to  them.  The  obstacles  in  the  way  of  it,  many  and  great  m 
they  certainly  sure,  so  far  ffom  presenting  a  discouragement,  consti- 
tute  the  .fouodatiop  for  ap  onanswerable  appeal  to  you  for  an  ac¬ 
celerated  and  increased  exertion.*  Every  effort  relaxed,  and  every 
mite  withheld,  prolong  the  empire,  if  it  does  not  wideo  the  dominion 
ef  darkness.  Should  the  poocenirated  efforts  of  Cbristendooi  pro¬ 
duce  no  perceptible  effect  for  half  a  century,  we  are  nevertheless  sa 
much  nearer  the  accomplishment  of  our  object ;  not  in  point  of  time 
merely,  but  there  will  remain  so  much  less  to  be  done,  to  be  done 
by  others,  if  not  by  us,  by  the  next  generation,  if  noi  by  this.  The 
held  must  be  enclocied  and  cleared  before  it  can  be  cultivated.  De¬ 
lay  only  postpones,  accomplishes  nothing.  Those  who  expect  that 
national  prejudices,  confirmed  by  habit,  and  strengthened  by  any 
sentiment  of  religion,  true  or  false,  yield  at  once ;  that  the 
heathen  will  be  converted  in  a  day  or  an  age,  will  be  disappointed, 
l^be  light  will  dawn  upon  them  as  the.  sun  rises  ppon  the  natural 
world,  at  first  impure wtibly, Chen  gilding  here  and  there  an  elevated 
point,  until  at  length  u  ^ijl  dissipate  all  darkness,  and  awaken  a  cho¬ 
rus  of  all  hearts,  pod  a  jubilee  among  all  people.  And  not  unlike¬ 
ly  the  duration  thp  dktf  n  wUI  bear  a  stricter  analogy  than  we  ima- 

fine,  to  that  of  the  night  i^i^h  preceded  it.  But  the  indications  of 
'rovidence  give  eveij  hope,  and  nothing  to  despair.  What 

means,  permit  me  to  in<)uire,  this  shaking  among  the  nations,  but 
that  the  barriers  in  the  way  of  your  access  to  them  may  be  removed,, 
the  compa^e(|  fabric  pf  their  superstitions  disjoihted,  and  the  portals 
of  (heir  templpa  thrown  open  ?  What  this  breaking  up  of  the  old 
foundations  of  despotism,  jtot  that  man  is  to  be  disenthralled  ?  Wbaft 
means  this  migh^  assemblage  of  moral  p^eL^roughout  the  Cbris-^ 
tian  worI(),^uided,  as  it  were,  by  a  energy  to  a  singln- 

object  ?•  Sir,  i^on  is  softening  in  th6||i^  while  Frovideoce  ia 
sending  the  smith  to  )Lbe  anvil.  Man  is  not  lo  be  for  ever  at  war  with^ 
his  Maker.  The  period  will  arrive  when  he  shall  return  to  his  al¬ 
legiance,  like  fhe  prodigs^l  to  hit  fiitber’s  house,  and  a  voice  of  love 
shall  greet  hiqDy  aed  the  paternal  arm  shall  encircle  him,  and  ihe^ 
^aseless  and  cloudless  benignity  of  a  father’s  smiles  shall  bless  him. 
Then,  sir,^0  !  .then  indeed,  sir,  shall  the  “  lame  man  leap  like  a 
hart,  and  4ll|  Jpngue  of  the  dumb  shall  sing.” 

Something  more  I  would  have  said,  but  I  owe  an  apology  to  geo- 
t  emen  for  having  ^ept  them  so  long  from  an  expression  of  their 
anks  to  the  Pgpsid^t  (clarum  et  venerabile  noineiif)and  to  the 

Pf^’idc  over  the  concerns  of  a  Society,  (hat 
will  nse  upon  futon  generations  with  more  majesty,  and  shed  over 
this  land  a  ra^MlI^icber  and  mn  enduring  glorj,  than  any 
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REMARKS  ON  DR.  BURTON’S  ESSAYS 


Messrs.  Editors, — The  essays  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Burton,  lately  no- 
tked  in  your  paper,  have  fallen  in  my  way ;  and  as  my  custom  is  to 
read  all  new  publications  on  important  suli^ects,  1  gave  them  a  peru¬ 
sal.  In  doing  this,  though  rather  in  a  hasty  manner,  I  hesitate  not  to 
say,  that  I  was  enteitained,  interested  and  instructed.  I  had  known 
the  author  as  an  able  and  pious  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  had  heaid 
of  his  intention  to  publish  :  but  his  book  more  than  answers  my  ex¬ 
pectations  in  several  respects.  I  am  not,  however,  about  to  attempt 
to  review  this  work,  nor  to  assert  that  it  is  free  from  all  errors ;  but 
am  prepared  to  say,  without  hesitation,  that  it  contains  much  valua- 
ble  truth,  plainly  expressed,  in  relation  to  the  elementary  principles 
of  the  roost  innportant  of  all  sciences. 

F rom  the  cursory  reading  which  I  gave  it,  I  rose  with  a  full  per¬ 
suasion,'  of  what  my  previous  study  and  thought  had  led  me  to  sus¬ 
pect,  that  first  principles  ia  theology  are  essentially  important,  and 
ought  to  be  distinctly  known  by  every  Christian  minister — that  rea¬ 
soning  on  mind  and  moral  truth,  as  well  as  on  matter  and  its  proper¬ 
ties,  becomes  clear  and  conclusive  much  in  proportion  as  the  terms 
employed  in  the  process  are  definitely  understood — and  that  meta¬ 
physics,  far  from^  being  that  doubtful  QameIion«like  something,  by 
which,  according  to  the  assertion  of  some  loose-thinking  men,  the 
truth  and  the  falsehood  of  the  same  propositiqji  can  be  proved  with 
equal  certainty,  is  a  noble  and  valuable  science,  which  may  be  ren¬ 
dered  plain  and  interesting,  lucid  and  convincing  to^e  mind,  when 
applied  to  the  investigation  and  disclosure^^  of  moi^  and  religious 
truths. 

In  these  latter  days  we  are,  indeed,  ^udm^shed,  that  of  making 
many  books  there  is  no  end.”  The  business  or  tvriting  and  publish¬ 
ing  is  no  doubt  carried  to  excess,  and  in  many  respects  tends  to  mis- ' 
chief.  Comparatively  few  books,  however,  have  ever  appeared  in 
any  country  which  professedly  treat  on  the  subject  embraibbd  in  these 
essays  and,  I  believe  none  in  our  country.  -  Dr^  Burton  is  perhaps 
the  first  American  ^^ter,  who  bas  adventured  to  present  to  the 
public  eye  and  to  the  pl^c  scrutiny,  an  entire  volume  upoti  the  dif¬ 
ficult  and  abstruse,  and^ll  Ihe  same  time  the  important  subject,  of 

the  first  principles  of  Metaphysics,  Ethics  and  Theology.”  That 
Book,  under  these  circumstances,  and  from  the  known  character  and 
reputation  of  the  author,  surely  claims  notice  and  attention  from  the 
religious  and  literary  public,  and  is  entitled  to  a  candid  and  impartial 
perusal.  This  it  will  unquestionably  receive  in  due  time. 

It  may  be  desirable  to  some  of  your  numerous  readirs,  Messrs. 
Editors,  to  have  a  few  general  items  of  knowledge  in  wu^ct  to  this 
work.  For  this  purpose,  you  will  permit  me  to  roalf#  a  few  re¬ 
marks  which  occurred  to  me  in  running  my  eye  over  its  pages. 

My  first  remark  is,  that  this  book,  in  an  appropriate  manner,  com¬ 
ports  with  its  title.  The  several  essays,  systemsiticaHy  arranged, 
embrace  not  only  elementary  principles  of  the  human  mind,  but  also 
a  considerable  number  of  thoscyioctrines  in  MrmBiled  religion  which 
are  deemed  fundamental.  Trawlhor  appeatfimtedentand  his  cb- 
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Ject,  and  ifandered  not  from  his  pathHn  pursuing  it.  He  shuns  no 
difficulties  which  come  in  his  way,  but  meets  them  fairly.  He  un¬ 
dertakes  not  to  inform  us  what  other  metaphysicians  have  thought 
and  said,  but  with  bis  eye  steady  to  bis  own  purpose,  he  advances 
step  by  step  in  his  own  way  ;  and  without  being  shackled  by  the  sys¬ 
tems  of  others,  lets  us  know  what  is  the  result  of  his  own  investi¬ 
gation,  and  the  reason  on  which  it  is  grounded. 

My  second  remark  is^  that  the  author  seems  particularly  careful  to 
admit  no  principle  without  competent  evidence.  He  undertakes  to 
show  what  are  the  elementary  principles  ;  what  are  ultimate  or  self- 
evident  troths  ;  and  then,  to  point  out  their  connection  with  various 
others  which  go  to  form  a  regular  system  bringing  them  all  respec¬ 
tively  to  the  test  of  common-sense  principles,  and  the  testimony  of 
scripture.  In  this  respect  Dr.  Burton  obviously  excels.  He  begins 
at  the  proper  place.  He  digs  deep  to  lay  a  solid  foundation,  on 
which  to  raise  the  superstructure  of  his  system. 

My  third  remark  is,  that  the  book  is  throughout  remarkably  plain 
and  intelligible.  The  subject  is  indeed  difficult  in  its  nature;  and 
not  a  few  eminent  writers  have  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  make 
themselves  distinctly  understood  in  treating  upon  it.  It  is  otherwise 
with  Dr.  Burton.  No  one  who  reads  this  volume,  I  am  persuaded, 
can  entertain  a  singLeipdoubt  as  to  what  the  writer  means.  In  this  re¬ 


spect  he  excels  almest  every  other  metaphysical  wrUer  whose  works 
have  fallen  under  m^observation  ;  and  especially  me  late  and  truly 
able  and  celebratecLI^.  Thomas  Brown,  who  often  throws  such  a 
variety  and  proftiS|«^|r  glittering  beauty  into  his  language,  as  rather 
to  dissipate  Ihemind,  anfl  divert  the  attention  from  the  precise  point 
of  inquiry.  Tlv^^stylegpf  Dr.  Burton  in  these  essays,  considered 
simply  in  itself,  is  dry  and  unmteresting.  He  repeats  the  same  words 
and  sentences  frequentjiy j|  #rder  to  convey  his  thoughts  more  de¬ 
finitely.  He  saci^fices^^oruKnent  of  diction  to  perspicuity  of  sense. 
He  carelessly  throws  off  the  beauties  of  language,  in  order  the  more 
clearly  to  exhibit  the  distinctive  features  of  simple  truth.  His  style, 
on  the  whole,  is  not  unsuited  to  the  subject. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  work  contains  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  new  thoughts,  particulally  in  respect  to  human 
passions  and  the  original  appetites  of  thiy||BL  and  in  respect  to 
moral  agency  and  human  liberty,  intfreir  c^Hgtion  and  consistency 
with  the  divine  will  and  government,  whiciNIserve  ^ndid  and  pa¬ 
tient  examination.  Although  it  doubtless  Ipill  be  found  to  contain 


some  errors,  like  every  other  work  of  human  , production,  still,  I 
am  persuaded  that  every  one  who  desires  to  obtain  a  philosophic 
view  of  the  human  mind,  its  faculties,  and  their  appropriate  offices 
and  operatimjj^n  their  respective  beari^  upoq  Christian  piety  and 
Bible  trutra^Hfind  himself  richly  rewftded  for. perusing  it  with  at¬ 
tention.  ^^Briginality  here  and  there  disclosed,  fails  not  to  ex¬ 
cite  an  intera^n  the  mind  of  the  reader.  Apparently,  at  least.  Dr. 
Burton’s  pi^duction  is  a  luminous  book  upon  a  dai:k  and  difficult, 
though  a  very  impirtant  subject ;  nnd,  Tilbubt  not,  will  shed,  even 
upon  the  minds  o^||uy  who  may  not'^ree  in  all  his  sUtementi, 

some  profitable  i|^^B|||ral  light  and  trpth- . 
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AT  THE  GRAVE  OF  AN  INSTRUCTOR. 

—7— -Here  at  this'stonb 
Sore  t  should  pause,  with  reverence  justly  dae 
To  him  who  sleeps  beneath.  I  knew  him  well ; — 
The  terror  of  his  frown  hath  driven  the  blood 


From  many  a  truant’s  cheek, — while  his  keen  € 
Darting  like  lightning  to  the  false  one’s  sodt. 
Uprooted  guilt.  The  young  delinquent  st6od 
Trembling  before  him,  if  the  apjpointed  task* 
Were  unfulfilled  nor  could  the  rust  of  Sfoth 
Corroding  intellect  with  baleful  spot, 

Long  bear  the  atmosphere  his  dreaded  wrat^^ 
Kindled  around  it.  But  he  liv’d  in  days 
Ere  sapient  teachers  had  become  more  wise 
Than  Solomon,  into  whose  heart  his  God^ 


Puur’d  knowledge.;— ere  illusive  Fashion  rose 
To. hood  wink  D^ciptine,  and  train  the  child. 
Not  when  he  should^  but  when  he  mils  to 
I  lov’d  that  Man  of  Science,  for  his  Voice 


Was  gentle  to  the  child  who  careful  stittht 
Upon  hi|  fleeting  hours  to  stamp  the J^ce 
Of  knowledge  and  of  truth.  I  lov’d  mm  more  ' 
For  his  high  sway,  which  banished  lys  realm 
The  traitor  passion^,  and  tbe  guilefbiVft;  ^  ^ 
Which  Nature,  notwithstanding  hef  ^hitd||Ae 
Of  lnnocence,Jbj  courteous  Doctoj#  praiSliy~ 
Strangely  consorts  with,  evei^om  her  bir^h. 
Him,  Education  honour’d  ds 
To  offer  on  her  altar  fragrant  frUmr  ♦ 

Matur’d  by  Labour,  oft  from  sterile  sdits  ’  . 

By  simulation’s  warmth,  and  oft  in  hearts  ** 
Of  gentler  texture,  nourish’d  by  the  dew 


Of  tenderness^  He  taught  that  soaring  joy 
With  which  ^e  unfolding  mind  some  steep  ascent 
Surmounts,  vjMftm  tjjf  thorns  that  bar  its  way 
Plucks  laure1E|kiling  on  the  arduous  toil 
By  which  greaTj^n  are  great. 

— Yethere  herests^  .  - 

••"Stripp’d  of  his  brief  authority,” — as  uieeK  , 

As  the  shorn  laihb,  from  whom  the  keeper  takes 
Its  fleecy  vest.  Hii^ance  no  longer  win^ 

Reproof  to  Vice,  aim^ey  who  jinking  • 

Its  kindled  majesty.  How  rove  uiicheek’d 
Ovhr  his  ashes,  or  repose  beside.  mjK 

De^m  ^ot  he  sleeps  unmourn’d !— for ‘oUiT^Aod, 
Like  pious  Antoine,  shall  gratefbl  briid^  ' 

Tne  OTeathing  ^rlahd  rdhnd  Ut  honour  liHrihh, 
'VTBo  ^us’d,  froiniltegerinj;  i!reata^||||i^<^t  mind 


To  know  its  enei 
Atid  icom  that  sc 
Ethereal  beiag. 


to  conqu 
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